
The Irish consider the Ardh Righ very 
special as it connotes “High King of Ire-
land.” Thus, it was fitting that a man who 
bears the name of “King” be honored as 
Hibernian of the Year for 2016.  Brother 
Randy King carries with him the grace 
and dignity of royalty mixed with the gos-
pel message of service and humility. 

Brother King led the Hibernians in the 
annual Irish Channel St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade on Sat-
urday, March 
12.  The annual 
Mass to start the 
parade went off 
without a hitch, 
and the Re-
demptorist Fa-
thers once again 
opened the 
doors of St. 
Mary’s Assump-

tion Church to the Irish and friends of the 
Irish. 

In a new twist, the parade moved its 
route to begin at Napoleon Avenue and 
Tchoupitoulas Street.  Despite the possi-
ble logistical problems, the Irish Channel 
Club had little problem transporting their 
members and the Hibernians from St. 
Alphonsus to the head of the parade 
route.  From there, Brother King used his 

“heavenly connections” to keep the rain 
away throughout the entire parade. 

The following Thursday, the feast of St. 
Patrick began as it has for the last 140 
years--with Mass at St. Patrick’s Church 

on Camp Street, 
where Brother 
King was be-
stowed with his 
Proclamation.  
The Mass was 
celebrated by 
Hibernian state 
chaplain Father 
Patrick Collum 
and concelebrat-
ed by a number 
of Irish priests - 

(Continued on page 3) 
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A Gathering of God’s Servants. Hibernian of the Year Randy King stands with his wife DeeDee and the staff of St. Michael’s Special School.  Brother King 
was honored for his great work on behalf of the special needs children at St. Michael’s. 

THE ENTIRE IRISH COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER TO COMMEMORATE 
THE IRISH PATRIOTS OF 1916 

Put together by a committee consisting of 
members of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, 
Ladies AOH, the Emerald Society of New 
Orleans, the Irish Channel Club, and IN-
NOLA, the Irish Community of New Orleans 
commemorated the Centennial Anniversary 
of the Easter Rising.  Led by a small number 
of Irish patriots, the Easter Rising was the 
seizure of several key points in Dublin and 
the surrounding area in order to break once 
and for all the shackles of British oppression 

and free Ireland to become a nation once 
again.  Even though the Rising failed in the 
end, the hyperbolic response by the British 
government in executing the rebels and ex-
acting other reprisals enflamed the Irish peo-
ple to start a five-year struggle that eventually 
resulted in the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921 
and the creation of the Irish Free State. 

One hundred years later, Irish communities 
around the world came together on April 23 
to salute the Irish patriots who gave their lives 

in pursuit of freedom and the dignity of their 
people. New York, Boston, Chicago, Balti-
more, and Philadelphia were among numer-
ous cities who read the Proclamation and 
commemorated the events of April 24, 1016. 

With a small but powerful Irish communi-
ty, New Orleans took part in the commemo-
ration with a special Mass and ceremony at 
St. Alphonsus Parish--one of the hearts of the 
Irish community in New Orleans. 

(Continued on page 5) 



When the bells tolled at St. 
Mary’s Assumption Church 
around 2:00 in the afternoon of 
April 23, 2016, there was in the 
sanctuary of St. Alphonsus 
Church what one could only de-
scribe as a “powerful silence.”  As 
the seven bells tolled, the more 
than four hundred people in the 
pews of the old church stood in 
reverent silence in memory of 
the seven Irish patriots who gave 
their lives in pursuit of a free and 
united Ireland. 

How those four hundred peo-
ple got there on that day to com-
memorate the modern struggle 
for Irish independence is a true 
testament to what the Irish and 
Irish-American community can 
do when it dissolves the bounda-
ries and bailiwicks of their re-
spective organizations and works 
together for a common good.  

The seven Irish patriots who af-
fixed their names to the Poblacht 
Na H Éireann a century ago came 
from different backgrounds and 
represented different viewpoints 
about the future of Ireland.  
What they decided was that 
whatever the differences they 
possessed, those differences 
amounted to nothing in contrast 
to their desire to make Ireland a 
nation once again. 

What the Irish Channel, AOH, 
Ladies AOH, Emerald Society, 
and IN-NOLA accomplished on 
April 23 should serve as a model 
for all relations of the Irish and 
Irish-American community going 
forward from this moment.   

Each organization that in some-
way, shape, or form honors the 
Irish heritage has its own identity 
and should pursue its own 
goals...but never in competition 

with the others and never in spite 
of the others.  Rather, all Irish 
organizations need to put aside 
whatever grievances, whatever 
sticking points, and whatever 
clashes of personalities that may 
exist to make sure that the Irish 
and Irish-Americans in New Or-
leans can flourish and succeed.  
Hibernians should be supporting 
IN-NOLA.  Emerald Society 
should be supporting the Irish 
Channel Club.  Pick your rela-
tionship. 

We owe it to all those patriots 
who gave their lives in pursuit of 
a free and united Ireland to do 
nothing less. 
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including  Father Billy O’Riordan, who 
gave a stirring homily.  Adding to the so-
lemnity of the Mass was the Loyola Uni-
versity Choir under the direction of Dr. 
Meg Frazier, who sang hymns that lifted 
the spirits of all those already in good hu-
mor. 

The evening banquet on Thursday, held 
at the New Orleans Hilton Riverside, fea-
tured the Grand March of the Hibernians, 
led by Brother King, State President Jim-
my Kuhn, and National Vice-President 
and Honorary Irish Counsul Judge Jim 
McKay.  The United States Marine Corps 
Band did its usual magnificent job in play-
ing the “Garryowen” and the U.S. Nation-

al Anthem while Mrs. Kathleen Kingsmill 
Olsen sang the Irish National Anthem. 

Entertainment for the banquet was fur-
nished by the Muggivan School of Irish 
Dance.  AOH State Chaplain, Father Col-
lum, Pastor of St. Joan of Arc Parish in 
LaPlace gave the opening benediction, and 
State President Jimmy Kuhn welcomed 
everyone to the annual banquet. 

During the supper, Brother Johnny 
McCrossen introduced Brother Randy 
King and spoke fondly of their days grow-
ing up together and Brother King’s spirit 
of service.   Brother King then rose and 
made very brief remarks recalling how he 
came to be involved in St. Michael’s Spe-
cial School almost by accident and how it 
became for him a lifelong labor of love.  

He concluded by calling all Hibernians to 
further service in support of those who 
need it the most. 

In addition to his Proclamation, Brother 
King was presented with a commemora-
tive plaque marking his honor as Hiberni-
an of the Year.  For his part, Brother King 
has resolved to continue fulfilling the 
mantra of Christian Charity. 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
(Continued from page 1) 

DID YOU KNOW??? 

The last great boxing champion was Irish?  That’s 
right, Muhammad Ali, who passed away on June 4, 
was an Irish champion.  Ali’s great-grandfather Abe 
Grady emigrated from the Turnpike Road, Ennis, Co. 
Clare, to the United States in the 1860s.  Ali returned 
to his ancestral home in 2009 and was later made hon-
orary freeman of Ennis.  Later a controversy erupt-
ed when a historian claimed Grady never set foot in 
Ireland.  The Ennis Town Council emulated their fa-
vorite son and told the historian “to put up or shut up.”  
That ended that. 

- Courtesy of the The Irish Times 

The Greatest having some good craic with Ireland’s finest. 

Licensed Residential and Commercial 
Contractor servicing the Greater New 
Orleans Area since 2003.  

Thinking about remodeling? Dreaming 
of a new house? Give us a call today!  

(504) 287-1598  



IN MEMORIAM 

OFFICER NATASHA HUNTER 
New Orleans Police Department 

ANTHONY “TONY” DIFRANCO JR. 
Friend of the Hibernians 

OUR U.S. SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN WHO PERISHED  

IN THE FLOODS AT FT. HOOD, TEXAS 
 

PRAYERS 

MRS. MARGARET FRIDLEY 
Ladies AOH 

FOR OUR HOLY FATHER, POPE FRANCIS I 

GARY MURPHY 
Brother of AOH Brother Steve Murphy 

FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE IN OUR NATION 
FOR ALL THOSE THREATENED BY RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION 
FOR THE BLUE ROSES OF ST. MICHAEL’S SPECIAL SCHOOL 

THE HOMELESS OF NEW ORLEANS TO WHOM  
SR. VERA AND THE REBUILD CENTER STAFF MINISTER 

and 

ALL MILITARY MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OVERSEAS 
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The day began with Mass at St. Mary’s As-
sumption Church on Constance Street in the 
Irish Channel.  In the same sanctuary where 
the Irish Channel Club begins its annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, the Irish and Irish-
Americans of New Orleans gathered for the 
special liturgy to pray for the souls of all those 
who have lost their lives in the pursuit of Irish 
freedom and to pray 
for the continued 
drive for peace 
throughout all of 
Ireland.  In the usual 
“Irish Channel fash-
ion,” Hibernian 
Richard Burke Jr. 
welcomed the gath-
ered dignitaries; and 
then Father Patrick 
Collum, State Chap-
lain to the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians, 
celebrated the Mass 
with Hibernian Har-
old Burke giving the 
homily.  Con-
celebrating the Mass 
were Father Richard 
Thibodeau of St. 
Alphonsus and Irish-
born Father John 
Noone, a retired 
priest currently liv-
ing in Picayune, Mississippi.  Mrs. Fionnuala 
McGlinchey Monstead represented the Irish 
Network-New Orleans as one of the lectors 
while former Hilton CEO and friend of the 
Irish Mr. Paul Buckley also served in reading 
the prayers of the faithful.  Mr. Robert Zanca 
and Miss Shelia McDermott provided the 
hymns for the liturgy. 

Upon conclusion of the Mass, the New Or-
leans Fire Department Pipes and Drums 
marched down the center aisle of the church 
and out the side door, followed by the con-
gregation, across the street and into St. Al-
phonsus’ Cultural Center.  Decked out in the 
flags and banners of Ireland, the Commemo-
ration, the Irish Republic Flag of 1916, and 
the various banners of the Irish organizations, 
St. Alphonsus was “dressed for the occasion.”   
Mounted boards gave the participants a sense 
of the history of the Rising as they entered St. 
Alphonsus.  Those participating in the Com-
memoration went immediately to the pews 

for the ceremony, begun with the Jesuit High 
School U.S. Marine Corps JROTC Color 
Guard under the direction of Lt. Col. Timo-
thy Huete (Ret.) and the singing of the Irish 
National Anthem and the U.S. National An-
them by Mrs. Kathleen Halm of the New Or-
leans Opera Association. 

After a welcome by the Master of Ceremo-
nies, Mrs. Betsy Sharp McGovern gave a 
moving a capella version of “The Foggy Dew.”  

She was then followed by Professor Terrence 
W. Fitzmorris of Tulane University put into 
historical perspective the Easter Rising and its 
connection to New Orleans and its Irish com-
munity.  Following that moving talk, the 
Muggivan Irish dancers brought the culture of 
dance for the people gathered in the church.   

The climax of the commemoration ceremo-
ny was the reading of the Poblacht Na H 
Éireann, the Proclamation that declared the 
freedom of Ireland and the birth of the Irish 
republic.  Representing the seven Irish patri-
ots who signed their names to the document 
was a combination of Irish and Irish-
Americans throughout the New Orleans Ar-
ea.  Sean Kennedy of the Hibernians, Chef 
Matt Murphy of The Irish House, Aidan Gill 
of Aidan Gill for Men, Richard “Dickie” Bren-
nan of the Brennan Family Group, local attor-
ney and former Orleans Parish Clerk of Civil 
Court Daniel Foley, Sr. Vera Butler of the 
Rebuild Center, and Stephen Patterson of 

Finn McCool’s read aloud the Proclamation in 
the sanctuary of St. Alphonsus before an emo-
tional audience. 

When the readers had resumed their seats, 
Betsy McGovern got up again and sang “The 
Patriot Game” in honor of those who perished 
in the Rising, and then the entire audience 
stood silently in remembrance as the bells of 
St. Mary’s Assumption tolled seven times for 
the Irish patriots who gave their lives.  Final-

ly, after the closing 
prayer by Fr. Collum, 
all those in a packed 
St. Alphonsus Church 
joined in a rousing 
rendition of “A Na-
tion Once Again,” 
which concluded the 
ceremony. 
The ceremony may 
have concluded, but 
the commemoration 
was far from conclud-
ed as a reception fea-
turing food and drink 
donated by a variety 
of Irish restaurants 
and pubs.  The Gaelic 
Athletic Association, 
wearing their uni-
forms, and several 
other volunteers did a 
magnificent job mak-
ing sure that the 
guests were served 

and the church was left in great shape. 
Many thanks go out to the Committee for 

the Commemoration for their hard work to 
put together this Commemoration in just a 
few short weeks.  Thanks also to the Pastor 
and staff of St. Alphonsus Parish, who have 
always accommodated the Irish in whatever 
their events may be.  Finally, thanks go out to 
the readers of the Proclamation for represent-
ing the seven Irish patriots so well and making 
all who were there feel as if they were in 
Dublin in 1916. 

EASTER RISING COMMEMORATION 
(Continued from page 1) 

Members of the Commemoration Committee (left to right, standing)  Jay Van Vrancken, Sean Kennedy, Robert Anderson, 
JT Delatte, Billy Dietrich, Matt Murphy, Pat J. Power, John Fitzmorris III, Stephen Patterson, Richard Burke Jr. 

(Seated, left to right) Patricia Carreca, Liz Rafferty, Ronald Burke (Committee Chair), Jenna Burke, W. Patrick 
Power 



From Irish Central 
In 1882, three Irish speakers in Connema-

ra were wrongfully condemned to death for 
the murder of a family in Maamtrasna. 

When the family — John Joyce; his wife 
Brighid; his mother, Mairéad; his daughter 
Peigí; and son Micheál — were killed in 
Maamtrasna valley it was believed at the time 
that the motive was connected with stealing 
sheep. Two of the family survived the attack: 
a nine-year-old boy, Patsy, who was injured, 
and his older brother Mairtín, who had been 
working as a farmhand in a nearby parish and 
was away from home that night. 

On the basis of what was later found to be 
perjured evidence, eight men were convicted 
for the crime. Three of the eight were exe-
cuted and five imprisoned. 

The Irish Times reported on the execution 
from the Galway scaffold, and publishing the 
account on December 16, 1882. 

“At a quarter-past eight o’clock the prison 
doors were thrown open.” 

“With startled looks they marked the 
wild, hollow eyes, sunken cheeks, and 
shrunken forms of each other, but not a word 
passed between them. Myles Joyce came 
first, between two warders, bareheaded, re-
peating in Irish the responses to the prayers 
which were being read by the Rev. Mr. Gre-
van. 

“Then came Pat Casey, pinioned, silent, 
and with a look of great agony on his fea-
tures. Last appeared Pat Joyce, taller than the 
others, wearing his hat, silent, too, and walk-
ing with firm and steady step . . . ” 

Executioner William Marwood placed the 
tallest man in the center and began tying the 
knees. The Irish Times correspondent report-
ed that Myles Joyce continued to speak in an 
“excited way.” 

“It was impossible to gather the meaning 
of much that fell from him, even by Irish-
speaking persons who were present; but the 
following sentences have been interpreted for 
me by one who understands and speaks the 
language thoroughly, and who was close 
enough to hear the greater part of what he 
said. 

“These sentences were: ‘I am going before 
my God. I was not there at all. I had no hand 

or part in it. I am as innocent as a child in the 
cradle. It is a poor thing to take this life away 
on a stage; but I have my priest with me.’ ” 

After the hanging, the report stated: “Two 
of the ropes remained perfectly motionless, 
but the third, that by which Myles Joyce was 
hanged, could be seen by those who watched 
it closely to vibrate, and swing slightly back-
wards and forwards.” 

“It soon became evident, from Marwood’s 
behaviour, that there had been a hitch of 
some kind or other, and he muttered, ‘bother 
the fellow’, sat down on the scaffold, laid 
hold of the rope, and moved it backwards and 
forwards . . . ” 

Two years later, in August 1884, one of 
the witnesses to the case, Tom Casey, walked 
up to the altar of the church in Tourmakeady 
during a Mass by the archbishop of Tuam, Dr 
John McEvilly, and declared he had caused 
the death of an innocent man, Myles Joyce 
and the wrongful imprisonment of four oth-
ers. 

The Irish Times reports that although 
there followed lengthy debates in the British 
parliament over the matter, with Charles 
Stewart Parnell and other demanding an in-
quiry, there has never been an official apolo-
gy. 

Journalist Seán Ó Cuirreáin, whose new 
book ‘Éagóir’ covers the case, calls the saga a 
mix of “murder mystery, courtroom drama 
and political intrigue.” 

Ó Cuirreáin discovered through the Brit-
ish archives that the witness were paid— by 
lord-lieutenant the Earl Spencer. He com-
pensate three men who claimed to be eye 
witnesses, and paid them well over the going 
rate: a sum totaling £1,250, today equal to 

about €157,000. 
The accused men’s defense lawyer was a 

24-year-old Trinity College graduate who 
didn’t understand Irish, and the men them-
selves had no understanding of what was go-
ing on in court. 

According to Ó Cuirreáin, the court rec-
ords one of the men asking “Cén lá a chrocfar 
mé?” (“What day will I be hanged?”). 

The five men who were sent to prison 
languished there despite the fact that the man 
who had planned and directed the murders 

was named publicly in print and in parlia-
ment. 

Journalist and MP, Tim Harrington, was 
the first person to champion their case. Har-
rington had met some of the men when he 
was convicted for participating in anti-
eviction protests. 

“Harrington did all the good things an 
investigative journalist would do, visiting the 
area with two priests in 1885,” Ó Cuirreáin 
says. “He even named the instigator, who was 
never charged, because even back then the 
British government couldn’t contemplate the 
‘appalling vista’ of having to admit to convict-
ing innocent people.” 

One of the reasons Ó Cuirreáin was at-
tracted to the case was the “language issue.” 
Men who only spoke and understood Irish 
were tried and convicted in an English-
speaking court. Although there have been 
other accounts of the case, ‘Éagóir’ is the first 
book published in Irish, and Ó Cuirreáin says 
he wrote the book “as a mark of respect to 
the men and their families.” 

The Irish Times reports that two members 
of the House of Lords, David Alton, who has 
close family ties with the Maamtrasna area, 
and the late Eric Lubbock, sought to have the 
case reviewed five years ago. 

Although Britain’s justice minister, Cris-
pin Blunt, agreed that Myles Joyce was 
“probably an innocent man,” he said he would 
not seek a posthumous pardon unless there 
were “compelling new reasons or sufficient 
public interest.” 

Lord Alton says the case opened prime 
minister William Gladstone’s eyes to the 
“injustices in Ireland and paved the way for 
his support for land reform, for Irish home 
rule and for his ‘mission to pacify Ireland.’” 

Lord Alton, who noted the parallels of the 
Maamtrasna case with the Birmingham Six 
and Guildford Four, said that “the true heal-
ing of British-Irish relations requires that, 
wherever possible, ghosts should be laid 
peacefully to rest and wrongs righted. If we 
forget the lessons of history, or try to erase 
those experiences from our identity, we will 
be condemned to make the same errors all 
over again.” 

IRISH HISTORY - THREE IRISH LANGUAGE SPEAKERS WRONGFULLY 
EXECUTED DUE TO LACK OF ENGLISH 
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2240 St Claude Avenue 

(504) 638-6326  

www.thetheatreatstclaude.com 

 

Broken Habit Productions has renamed the Marigny Theatre The 
Theatre at St. Claude.  It has become host to alternative theatrical 

and musical offerings. Scandalous laughter, a good scare, and a New 
Orleans’ tall tale are the foundation of  The Theatre at St. Claude. 

Located in the heart of the historic Faubourg Marigny, The Theatre 
at St. Claude is in search of an audience that revels in the whisper 
of conspiracy, delights in a collective gasp, and enjoys a taste for 

the curious oddity.  (John Millington Synge would be proud.) New 
Orleans’ premiere venue for the wild, weird, and wondrous,  The 
Theatre at St. Claude invites you to become part of its year round 

programming of music and performance. 
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ST. PATRICK’S 2016 
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Republic of West Florida Division 

Seventh Annual 

Live and Silent Charity Auction 

 

Friday, June 10, 2016 

6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 

 

Fleur de Lis 

111 North 6th Street 

Ponchatoula, Louisiana 

 
Buffet  - Open Bar - Door Prizes - Split-da-Pot 

Live Music by Jake Kety 

6:00-6:45 
$15 per person / $25 per couple 

tickets available at the door 

 

Marvin Henderson 

Auctioneer 

Bruce Katz of FOX 8 News 

Guest Auctioneer 
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115 South Beach Blvd 

Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 

228-344-3222 

 An amazing Beach Bar with live mu-

sic every weekend and great food 

and drinks seven days a week. 



3701 Banks Street 

New Orleans, LA  70119 

(504) 486-9080 

finnmccools.com 

 

Voted Best Neighborhood 
bar in Gambit Weekly  

 

Rated the Best Irish Pub  

in the Southern United 
States 

 

YOUR PREMIER PLACE  

FOR SOCCER, RUGBY,  

AND WHO DATS 

 

50” Plasma Screen and 8’ 
projector screens 

 

BRILLIANT PUB QUIZ  

EVERY MONDAY 
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P.O. BOX 24292 

NOLA  70184  
Phone: 504-952-9925 

OrleansAOH@gmail.com 

STATE OFFICERS 

 

JAMES KUHN - PRESIDENT 

SEAN KENNEDY - VICE-PRESIDENT 

b.j. Eckholdt - TREASURER 

JOHN FITZMORRIS III - SECRETARY 

 

AOH  
West Florida Division  

Annual Auction 
Fleur de Lis, Ponchatoula 
Friday, June 10, 6:30 p.m. 

 
Hannan and Gibbons Division  

Spaghetti Dinner and Summer Houli 
Deutsches Haus 

Sunday, June 12, 2:00 p.m. 
 

Louisiana State Board 
Biennial National Convention 

July 10-14, Atlantic City, New Jersey 
 

ANNUAL HIBERNIAN FUNDRAISER 
Friday, October 28, 2016 

Deutsches Haus, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

LADIES AOH 
New Orleans Rose Viewing Party 

Thursday, August 18, 2016 
The Irish House 

 
Golden Rose Award 
St. Patrick’s Church 
Date and Time TBA 

 
 

MUGGIVAN IRISH DANCERS 
Irish Fest 2016 

Saturday, September 17 
Kingsley House 

 
 

EMERALD SOCIETY 
National Convention 

Fall 2016 
 
 

Do not forget to check out our Irish and Irish-
American businesses for their events and 

goings on! 
 

Be sure to support all Irish and Irish-American 
businesses! 

COMING EVENTS IN THE IRISH COMMUNITY 
(Mark those Calendars!) 


