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LOUISIANA AOH 

Calendar 
of Events 

-------------------------------- 
FEBRUARY 10 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
ST. LOUIS CATHEDRAL 

MASS - 11:15 A.M. 
DEFEND THE CLERGY AND LAITY 

-------------------------------- 
FEBRUARY 18 

HANNAN AND 
GIBBONS 
MEETING 

THE IRISH HOUSE 
6:30 - 9:00 P.M. 

-------------------------------- 
FEBRUARY 20 

HIBERNIAN  
BLOOD DRIVE 

SITE AND TIME - TBA 
-------------------------------- 
MARCH 11-12 

CELTIC BAYOU FEST 
LAFAYETTE 

-------------------------------- 
MARCH 12 

IRISH CHANNEL 
PARADE 
UPTOWN 

A NEW TRADITION BEGINS WITH 
THE ACADIAN HIBERNIANS 



It is a hallmark of Hibernianism that 
we celebrate our Irish heritage.  
However, one of the pitfalls of lauding 
ourselves for our contributions to the 
American fabric as well as the 
independence of the land of our 
ancestors is that we sometimes tend to 
engage in a form of “Irish 
triumphalism”; that is, we sometimes 
claim ourselves as a ethnic group 
above all reproach and overlook the 
dark shadows inherent to any group of 
people. 

Over the holidays, one of my 
brothers texted me a YouTube video 
from a 2011 film called Kill the 
Irishman.  In the clip, actor Ray 
Stephenson--playing  an Irish-
American gangster named Danny 
Greene--brutally beats a member of 
the Hell’s Angels gang who harasses an 
old lady (Fionnula Flanagan) in the 
neighborhood.  My brother’s gallows 
humor led him to send me the clip; 
but of course, I had not seen the film.  
So I went and watched it and then 
acquainted myself with Daniel John 
Patrick “Danny” Greene, an Irish 
gangster who dominated the docks of 
Cleveland, Ohio and variously 
associated with and brawled with 
Mafia overlords until his murder in 
1977. 

One of my own favorite films 
growing up was The Wanderers  with 
Ken Wahl and Karen Allen.  The 
chilling moments in that film involve 
the Wanderers’ encounters with an 
Irish gang called “The Ducky Boys.” 

The Ducky Boys were an actual gang 
from the Bronx who took its name 
from Twin Lakes in the Bronx, 
colloquially called “The Duck Pond.”  
Ace Frehley of the rock group KISS 
was a member of the group, called 
“the Boogeymen of the Bronx” because 
few ever saw them together. 

Combined with the popularity of 
the recent movie Black Mass, which 
chronicles the story of the Boston 
gangster James “Whitey” Bulger, the 
movies and the stories do not paint  
Irish-Americans in the best light.  
Bulger ran the Boston Irish Mob and 
used the FBI and murder to build his 
own power at the expense of other 
rival gangs until his arrest in 2011 and 
subsequent trial and sentencing for his 
complicity in a multitude of counts--
including nineteen murders.  He 
currently is serving two consecutive 
life sentences (plus five years). 

Danny Greene was essentially 
orphaned at birth, spent his life as a 
wayward youth before joining the 
Marines, and then came home to 
Cleveland where he muscled in to run 
the docks as president of the ILA.  He 
alternately associated with and 
brawled with Cleveland Mafia figures, 
using bombs to eliminate rivals until 
he himself was killed by a bomb in 
1977.  The subsequent investigation 
into his death and his associates was 
the first step toward bringing down 
the Gambino and Genovese crime 
syndicates. 

I do not tell you this in any way to 

say that we should be ashamed of our 
heritage.  The Irish and Irish-
Americans who have come to this 
country and made themselves into 
good citizens and Americans far, far 
outweighs the criminal element that 
have come and captured the media’s 
attention.  Nonetheless, we must take 
care to think ourselves above reproach
--especially in this day when the latest 
waves of immigrants are under 
suspicion as unassimilable and prone 
to nothing but criminality.   

Danny Greene wore a St. Jude 
medal around his neck because he 
believed it gave him protection from 
bombs--including one that destroyed 
his building but from which he walked 
away unscathed.  Words cannot 
express the contempt I have for 
Greene’s abominable view of what the 
intercession of a saint meant to him.  
Obviously, unlike St. Paul, the scales 
never came off his eyes, and he never 
found the desire to reform. 

There is too long a list that joins 
Greene and Bulger and the Ducky 
Boys: Mickey Bowers, Jimmy “The 
Gent” Burke, Jimmy Flynn, John 
Patrick Looney, Frank “The Irishman” 
Sheeran, and Kevin Weeks among 
many others--all of whom stand as a 
ominous warning to all of us that there 
but for the Grace of God... 
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EDITORIAL - THERE BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD 

HIBERNIANS IN ACTION 
On Tuesday, December 22, members of both 

the Archbishop Hannan and Cardinal Gibbons 
Divisions gathered together to cook jambalaya for 
the guests of Sr. Vera Butler, who regularly seek 
help from her at Lantern Light Ministries Rebuild 
Center of New Orleans. 

Members of the Hibernians donated chicken, 
andouille sausage, onions, and boxes of Zatarain’s 
jambalaya mix to make more than nine large pans 
of the quintessential Creole rice dish and help 
give the homeless and needy of New Orleans an 
excellent hot meal prior to their Christmas 
repast. 

Brothers Ruary McConnell, John Kilburn, 
Gerry Donegan, Joe Casler, Jay Eckholdt, James 
Foley, Matt Toups, Stanton McNeely, Timothy 
Wallace (and his son, who was “volunteered”), 
and John Fitzmorris III did the prep and the 

cooking. 
As usual, Stephen and Pauline Patterson at Finn 

McCool’s stepped up and generously allowed us 
use of their facilities--the cooks needed to 
“refresh” themselves, after all!--as well as some of 
their equipment.  Thanks also go out to Mr. Stan 

Salathe who donated the cast iron skillets and so 
me of the burners used for cooking the jambalaya. 

The Hibernians plan to make the “jambalaya 
cook” a monthly endeavor, so we shall be seeking 
more volunteers in the coming 2016 year.  
Slainte! 
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to 
you all and your families!  Already it has 
been a tremendous privilege serving as 
your State President since my election back 
in July.  In just a few short months, I have 
been proud to see my Hibernian Brothers 
engage in a number of wonderful works 
that embrace our Motto of Friendship, 
Unity, and Charity. 

We held an excellent Raffle in October 
in which we sold every ticket for the first 
time in many years and in the process 
raised money to fund our various charities.  
We look forward in 2016 to a new and 
even better type of fundraiser for the State 
Board and ideas and suggestions are on the 
table. 

We held our annual Christmas social in 
mid-December in St. Alphonsus’ Cultural 
Center in the heart of the Irish Channel. 
There, I had the pleasure of introducing 
our 2016 Hibernian of the Year, Randy 
King.  Brother King embodies 

Hibernianism in his tireless work among 
the “Blue Roses” of St. Michael’s Special 
School.  He is a product of the Irish 
Channel, and it shows in his dedication to 
God’s special children. 

Several of our Brothers also got together 
and cooked several trays of jambalaya right 
before Christmas to provide a hot meal to 
the homeless and destitute of the New 
Orleans, who frequent Sr. Vera Butler’s 
Rebuild Center on Tulane Avenue.  With 
very little time on their hands, this handful 
of dedicated Hibernians secured the 
chicken, sausage, and boxes of Zatarain’s 
and had themselves a wonderful day of 
cooking and fraternal brotherhood.  My 
own Division in Tangipahoa has raised 
several thousand dollars for distribution 
among the needy charities in the 
Ponchatoula and Hammond areas. Our 
brothers in the Lafayette Area will be 
hosting their first Celtic Fest in March so 
that they can continue to be of assistance to 

those in need.  
That is what the 
Hibernians is all 
about, and we 
need to do it more 
and more often. 

Last but not 
least, please 
remember that the 
State Board is 
simply a group of 
dedicated 
Hibernians who help coordinate and 
facilitate the Divisions in their work.  We 
are here to help you all, but remember that 
it is on the Division level that the true 
work of Our Motto is accomplished. 

2016 has tremendous potential for this 
Ancient Order.  Let us reach it together! 

 

FROM THE DESK OF THE STATE PRESIDENT 

Brothers of the Fathers Cronin and Mac-
leay Division have been quite active the past 
few months, the focus of their efforts being 
the Christian Charity aspect of our Ancient 
Order’s motto. 

In November, the division donated $1,000 
for food gift cards to be given to needy fami-
lies during the Thanksgiving holidays. Work-
ing in unison with the Ponchatoula St. Vin-
cent de Paul organization and a local super-
market, this donation insured that less-
fortunate families of the Florida Parishes 
would have something for which to be thank-
ful this Thanksgiving.  

December, as is often the case, was our 
division’s busiest month. A $1000 donation 
to assist Homeless Youths of St. Tammany 
Parish (high-school aged students, for the 
most part) was followed with our annual 
Fruit & Candy Giveaway, an event that en-
courages local children and the folks from 
two local foundations for the mentally chal-
lenged (TARC and Options) to come meet 
Santa (Brother Tom Pittman), have their 
pictures taken with the grand old elf, and 

receive a bag of fruit and candy from him.  
The division also made donations to two 

shelters for abused mothers and their chil-
dren. $300 was given to the House of Sereni-
ty Homeless Shelter for the purchase of bicy-
cles. We also assisted with a $1200 donation 
the Southeast Advocates for Family Empow-
erment (SAFE) this Christmas.  This organi-
zation finds safe housing for victims of do-
mestic violence while they transition to es-
cape this abuse.  Most of these families have 
nothing when they leave and absolutely can-
not return for anything.  SAFE looks for or-
ganizations and families to adopt these fami-
lies at Christmas time to assist them with 
their Christmas needs.  Once a family is 
adopted, the children are asked to make wish 
list and the adopters fulfill this list as best 
they can. Our division adopted six families 
this past Christmas. 

The lounge in an airplane hanger at the 
Hammond Airport was the scene for our 
division’s Christmas party this past Decem-
ber 13th. A grand tour of the facility, includ-
ing a close inspection of several small jets, 

was conducted by Brother Erin Pierce, 
whose company occupies the hanger. Several 
Brothers from the State Board, namely 
Brothers Kuhn and Fitzmorris, joined the 
party, and a Nollaig Shona Huit was had by all 
in attendance. 

To the four Florida Parish Catholic High 
Schools the division has distributed guidelines 
for this year’s Ancient Order of Hibernian’s 
Scholarship. Single awards for $500 will be 
granted to the winning essayist from each 
institution this March. This will be the sec-
ond annual presentation of these four Hiber-
nian Scholarships with which we continue to 
encourage Catholic Education at the Second-
ary Level in our area. 

Lastly, from our Division to yours, we 
send out a hearty Athbhliain faoi mhaise duit 
[Happy New Year to you!]  

 
 
 

REPUBLIC OF WEST FLORIDA HIBERNIANS 
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IN MEMORIAM 

BROTHER RICHARD GARVEY 
Cardinal Gibbons Division 

MRS. ELIZABETH PUGH 
Wife of Brother Steve Pugh - West Florida Division 

MR. WAYNE FOLEY 
Brother of Brother Daniel Foley - Archbishop Hannan Division 

MR. ED TUNSTALL 
Friend of the Hibernians 

DR. RICHARD BAGNETTO 
Friend of the Hibernians 

 

PRAYERS 

 MR. JOHN LAMBERT MR. THOMAS DEMPSEY 
 Archbishop Hannan Division Friend of the Hibernians 

 MR. JOHN MURPHY MISS JENNIFER KUHN 
 Brother of Hibernian Steve Murphy Daughter of Hibernian James Kuhn 

ALEXIS MICHELLI 
USMC, Stationed Overseas in Afghanistan 

Niece of Brother Paul Cresswell 

THE HOMELESS TO WHOM  
SR. VERA AND THE REBUILD CENTER STAFF MINISTER 
THE BLUE ROSES OF ST. MICHAEL’S SPECIAL SCHOOL 

and 

ALL MILITARY MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OVERSEAS 
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ADVERTISEMENT FORM 
The printing and mailing of the issues of the Hibernian Newsletter is made possible through the gener-
ous donation of our listed sponsors. Please take the time to patronize these  businesses, and please con-
sider taking out a sponsorship. 
 
Sponsorships are good for four issues (one year), and all sponsors will also appear on the Hibernian 
website: http://www.aohla.com.  To sponsor, just take this page and follow the instructions below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name (Please Print) 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Company Name 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
City / State / Zip 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone (Day) (Eve) (e-mail) 
 
 
 

Please e-mail your advertising artwork/logo to louisianaaoh@gmail.com. 

Resolution: 300 dpi File Format: .PDF, .JPEG, or .GIF 

Method of Payment: 

 Visa MasterCard 

 
$ ____________________________ 
Total Amount 
 
________________________________________ ____/____/_________ _____________ 
Credit Card Number Exp. Date CCV# 
 
Paying by check, please make check payable to:  Ancient Order of Hibernians 
 Mail to:  P.O. Box 24292 
 New Orleans, LA  70184-4292 
 

Confirmation and receipt of your payment will be sent to you via e-mail. 
 

1 page 8” x 5” (205 mm x 127 mm) $400 

1/2 page 4” x 5” (102 mm x 127 mm) $200 

1/4 page 4” x 2.5” (102 mm x 63 mm) $100 

1/8 page 2” x 2.5” (50mm x 63 mm) $50 
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115 South Beach Blvd 

Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 

228-344-3222 

 An amazing Beach Bar with live mu-

sic every weekend and great food 

and drinks seven days a week. 



3701 Banks Street 
New Orleans, LA  70119 

(504) 486-9080 
finnmccools.com 

 
Voted Best Neighborhood 

bar in Gambit Weekly  
 

Rated the Best Irish Pub  
in the Southern United 

States 
 

YOUR PREMIER PLACE  
FOR SOCCER, RUGBY,  

AND WHO DATS 
 

50” Plasma Screen and 8’ 
projector screens 

 
BRILLIANT PUB QUIZ  

EVERY MONDAY 
 

DELICIOUS FOOD 
www.finnmccools.com 
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ANCIENT 

ORDER  

OF  

HIBERNIANS 

P.O. BOX 24292 
NOLA  70184-4292 

504-952-9925 

 

ANNUAL  
ST. PATRICK’S DAY BANQUET 

 

THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2016 

HILTON RIVERSIDE HOTEL 
NAPOLEON ROOM 

 

TRADITIONAL IRISH ENTERTAINMENT 
DINNER, COCKTAILS, AND DANCING 

 
6:30 P.M. 

CASH BAR 
7:30 P.M.  

GRAND MARCH OF THE HIBERNIANS FOLLOWED IMMEDIATELY BY DINNER 
 

CONTACT: 
LOUISIANA HIBERNIAN CHARITY 

A Louisiana Non-Profit 501 (c) (3) Corporation 

P.O. BOX 19569 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  70179-0569 

504-952-9925 


