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The Louisiana State Board of 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
concluded its St. Patrick’s Day 
activities marked by very special 
guests. 

The AOH and Hibernian of the 
Year, Brother Aidan Gill, 
welcomed Mrs. Mary Lou 
McDonald TD of Sinn Fein to 
New Orleans to enjoy the 
southern hospitality and Irish 
warmth of the Crescent City. 

With a warm reception at 
Dickie Brennan’s Tableau 
Restaurant, Brother Gill and 
Mrs. McDonald, who grew 
up right down the street from 
each other in Dublin, led the 
AOH the following Saturday 
to St. Alphonsus Cultural Center 
and then to St. Mary's Assumption 
Church for the annual noon Mass. 

During the course of the Mass, 
where AOH members were 
guests of our brothers in the Irish 
Channel Marching Club, our Hi-
bernian Harold Burke and his 
brother Raymond were honored 
as Men of the Year. 

The parade goers watched the 
Irish Channel Club and the Hiber-
nians under crystal clear skies as 
they proceeded on the well-
known parade route.  Warm, 
welcoming crowds gave the tradi-
tional cheers for the Hibernians 
and their guests while the Hiber-
nians returned the warmth in 
many a manner. 

The next day saw the annual 
wreath-laying at the Celtic Cross 
monument on West End Boule-
vard as well as the wreath laying 
at the Katrina Memorial at the 
head of Canal Street.  Visibly 

moved by both sites, Mrs. 
McDonald offered some appropri-
ates remarks and the stressed the 
continued community of Ireland 
with Irish America.   

Tuesday, March 17, the AOH 

celebrated the great Saint of Ire-
land first with High Mass at St. 
Patrick’s Church. 

At the Mass, celebrated by 
Archbishop Gregory Aymond, 
Deacon Richard Brady—a mem-
ber of the AOH—gave one of his 
moving sermons on the meaning 
of St. Patrick’s Day.  At the con-
clusion of the Mass, Brother Ai-
dan Gill received his Proclamation 
as Hibernian of the Year as well as 
a blessing from our Archbishop. 

The evening banquet was an 
elegant affair and returned after 
many years to the New Orleans 
Hilton Riverside.  The annual 
March of the Hibernians, led by 
Archbishop Aymond, Brother 
Aidan Gill, and National Vice-
President and Honorary Irish 
Counsel Judge Jim McKay, en-
tered the ballroom as the United 
States Marine Corps Band played 
“Garryowen.” 

Entertainment for the banquet 

was furnished by the Muggivan 
School of Irish Dance and the Jim-
my Maxwell Orchestra. 

Mrs. Kathleen Kingsmill Olsen 
led the hall in the singing of the 
Irish national anthem while the 

Marine Band played the “Star 
Spangled Banner.”  AOH 
State Chaplain, Rev. Patrick 
Collum of St. Joan of Arc 
Parish in LaPlace gave the 
opening benediction, and 
Rev. Msgr. Frank Giroir of 
St. Anselm in Madisonville 
gave the closing prayer. 
After a lovely dinner, Mrs. 
McDonald gave some excel-
lent remarks on the state of 
Ireland and the growth of 

Sinn Fein as a political party since 
its early days and what it looked 
toward in the future of Irish poli-
tics.  (If Mrs. McDonald is to be 
taken as emblematic of Sinn Fein, 
then its future is bright indeed.)  
Finally, Brother Aidan Gill gave a 
stirring speech on the need to 
cultivate even closer relations 
with Ireland and its native sons 
like himself, who have represent-
ed just the latest wave of immi-
grants to come and be a part of 
the building of this American na-
tion. 

Such a passionate Hibernian of 
the Year and such an excellent 
public servant in Mrs. McDonald 
made the St. Patrick’s festivities 
of 2015 one that many will speak 
about in the years to come. 
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AN EXTRA SPECIAL AFFAIR 



Most of us are aware of the little 
park on Calliope Street that of late 
has served as a haven for the home-
less.  There, a statue of the elderly 
woman with her arm around a 
nameless child stands lonely senti-
nel in the gated garden 
beneath the approach to 
the Mississippi River 
Bridge.  The first public 
statue to a woman in the 
United States bears simp-
ly the name “Margaret” 
on its pedestal; and at one 
time, the citizens of New 
Orleans would not have 
needed anything else to 
know that this was a stat-
ue to Margaret Gaffney 
Haughery, the “mother of the or-
phans.”  When she passed away in 
1882, the entire city mourned and 
even the governor of Louisiana 
joined the more than 10,000 
mourners who paid respect as she 
lay in state in City Hall. 

The legacy that Margaret gave to 
New Orleans and caused the local 
paper The Times-Picayune to trim 
its paper in black the day of her 
funeral is as profound as it was 
lasting.  Orphaned herself as a 
child and suffering the death of her 
own child and husband years later, 
Margaret built four orphanages in 
conjunction with the Daughters of 
Charity, made generous endow-
ments for seven other orphanages, 

and ran a bakery and a dairy—and 
all this from a woman who could 
not read or write her own name. 

And yet the passage of time has 
erased many memories while 
grunge and grime began the slow 

process of covering the Mother of 
Orphans and obscuring her legacy. 

Until this year, when a group 
from the Monumental Task Com-
mittee began a drive in 2013 to 
restore Margaret’s statue to its 
former beauty.  The park has been 
cleaned and the gardens well-
tended by a private foundation and 
the statue’s marble—for years 
covered over by the grime and 
soot from the thousands of vehicles 
that pass it each day for years—
now shines radiantly in the sun. 

Conducting a series of fundrais-
ers and helped in part by the AOH 
and Ladies AOH, Traci Birch and 
Linda Stubbs of the Monumental 
Committee began the slow work 

of restoring Margaret.  They first 
hired a contractor to reinforce the 
crumbling foundation that had 
already caused an irreparable crack 
in Margaret’s pedestal—no easy 
task given the spongy and sinking 

nature of the New Orleans 
land.  Once the contractors 
solidified the foundation, 
expert restoration workers 
began cleaning the statue 
with meticulous care. 
What now sits on the 
street that bears Margaret’s 
name is a statue that those 
who paid tribute to Marga-
ret in 1882 would consider 
good as new.  Even the 
crack in the pedestal is 

hard to see unless one looks close 
enough. 

However, that hairline crack is a 
fitting reminder to those in the city 
and throughout the nation that 
forgetting the work of those like 
Margaret Gaffney Haughery comes 
at a great price and that our history 
is not something to be left to the 
grime and soot of ignorance. 
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EDITORIAL - A GRAND OLD LADY  
     GETS A BRAND NEW LOOK 

AN IRISH TERM 
 

Dia na fir agus 
mná a chosaint 
ar ár saoirsí! 

 

God bless the 
men and 

women who 
protect our 
freedoms! 

THE MONUMENTAL TASK COMMITTEE is making its last fundraising 

push for the Margaret Statue;  planting the garden, replacing her fingers and 
installing some lighting.... and they are making a plaque acknowledging 
sponsors. 

Any donation over $500 places the name of that person on the plaque.  For 
more info, please contact Linda Stubbs at 347-723-6732 or via e-mail at 
lkstubbs@gmail.com .  Donations are tax deductible.  The Monumental task 
Committee is a 501(c)3 organization. 



IN MEMORIAM 
 

BROTHER JOHN D. SHEA 
Archbishop Hannan Division 

BROTHER THOMAS CONNOLLY 
Cardinal Gibbons Division 

MRS. CARMEL WALTERS MCCROSSEN 
Mother of Hibernian Brothers Thomas and John McCrossen 

MR. WAYNE FOLEY 
Brother of Hibernian Brother Daniel Foley 

MR. JOHN “BUBBY” GALLAGHER 
Friend of the Hibernians 

MAJOR BEAU BIDEN, USA 
Son of Vice-President Joseph Biden 

 

PRAYERS 

 BROTHER FRED KING BROTHER JOHN LAMBERT 
 Archbishop Hannan Division Archbishop Hannan Division 

  MR. JOHN MURPHY MRS. ELLEN WALLER 
 Brother of Hibernian Steve Murphy Wife of Hibernian David Waller 

ALEXIS MICHELLI 
USMC, Stationed Overseas in Afghanistan 

Niece of Brother Paul Cresswell 

THE HOMELESS TO WHOM  
SR. VERA AND THE REBUILD CENTER STAFF MINISTER 

and 
ALL MILITARY MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OVERSEAS 
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The Republic of West Florida Division has 
been busy since the St. Patrick’s Day cele-
brations offering monetary assistance to the 
needy and the deserving of our local com-
munities, such as a three-year old lad who 
suffered horrific injuries in a freak accident 
involving a logging truck. We also orga-
nized a very successful Hibernian Retreat at 
Rosaryville, a former Dominican Convent 
now a Spirit Life Center, in late March, and 
followed up that support with a donation to 
the Annual Rosaryville Nun-Run, a fund-
raising event that is most entertaining for 
both participants and ‘punters.’ Also, we 
are quite excited to have created an annual 
$500 AOH Scholarship to be awarded to a 
single student attending each of the four 
Florida Parishes Catholic high schools. The 
award’s purpose is to support and foster 
Catholic education on the secondary level 
in the communities of Hammond, Coving-
ton, and Madisonville. The AOH Scholar-
ship will be awarded to Catholic students 
who have displayed a desire to help the 
needy, a love for writing, and an apprecia-
tion for Catholic education.  
     Four $500 scholarships were presented 
during the second half of this most recent 
school year, one each at St. Thomas Aqui-
nas High School, St. Paul’s High School, St. 
Scholastica Academy, and Bishop Hannan 
High School. Qualifying students must be 
enrolled in their respective High Schools, 
meet the requirements listed above, and 
write the winning essay on the current 
year’s chosen topic. The four scholarship 

winners of this, our inaugural schol-
arship essay competition, composed 
essays upon “What My Catholic Ed-
ucation Means to Me.”   
     Our division is also having our 
major fundraiser of the year, The 
Sixth Annual AOH Charity Auction, 
on June 12th at Ponchatoula’s Fleur de 
Lis. This year’s celebrity guest auc-
tioneer is Heath Allen of Channel 6 
Sports. As has become customary, a 
number of extraordinary items are 
being raffled with only a small num-
ber of tickets on offer so as to im-
prove one’s chances of taking the 
item home. A black-powder Ken-
tucky rifle, a champagne flight on a 
private jet for four, and a rare Bel-
gian altar cross are but three raffle 
offerings. In addition to the many 
Silent Auction items, professional 
auctioneer Marvin Henderson will be plac-
ing such attractive items as a Bourbon tast-
ing for Twenty, a weekend stay at a By-
water Vacation Home, a wine tasting with 
dinner for twenty, autographed Saints 
items, a guided duck-hunting trip, an origi-
nal painting and prints of the Celtic Cross at 
Hibernian Memorial Park, and a rare signed 
limited-edition (one of only 350 copies) of 
Louisiana Pulitzer-Prize winner Walker 
Percy’s Lost in the Cosmos will all be up for 
bidding when the gavel falls. 
     We urge all of our AOH Brothers to 
come out to Ponchatoula on Friday, June 
12th, from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. for a fun-

filled evening of great food, open bar, en-
tertainment, and great company in support 
of this annual fundraiser. Tickets are $20 
each and $35 per couple and can be pur-
chased from Brother Crimmins at (985) 
773-8965, Brother Bill Moran at (225) 294
-5113, or at the door. For more infor-
mation, please contact one of these Broth-
ers. Slan lait! 

REPUBLIC OF WEST FLORIDA NEWS 

Proud Printer of The Crescent Harp 
Hibernian owned and operated for all your printing needs. 

3521 20th Street, Metairie, LA 70002 
(504) 838-8300  
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3701 Banks Street 

New Orleans, LA  70119 
(504) 486-9080 

finnmccools.com 
 

Voted Best Neighborhood bar  
in Gambit Weekly  

 

Rated the Best Irish Pub  
in the Southern United States 

 
YOUR PREMIER PLACE  

FOR SOCCER, RUGBY, AND WHO DATS 
 

50” Plasma Screen and 8’ projector screens 
 

BRILLIANT PUB QUIZ EVERY MONDAY 
 

DELICIOUS FOOD 
 

      www.finnmccools.com 
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Joseph Casler - PRESIDENT 

Kenneth farrell - VICE-PRESIDENT 

Jeremy hughes - FIN. SECRETARY 

b.j. Eckholdt - TREASURER 

 

On this Fourth of July, the AOH remembers: 
 

AMERICANS FIRST, 
IRISH ALWAYS,  

CATHOLICS FOREVER. 
 

GOD BLESS AMERICA, LAND OF THE FREE AND HOME OF THE BRAVE! 

The printing and mailing of this issue of  
The Crescent Harp to all Hibernians  

was made possible through  
the generous donation of 

 

JUDGE JAMES KUHN 
of 

The Fathers Cronin & MacLeay 
Republic of West Florida Division 

of  

THE ANCIENT ORDER  
OF HIBERNIANS 


