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Total Team Effort among the 
Irish Groups Wows Visitors and 
Locals Alike 
London, Toronto, Sydney, Boston.  Now, 
New Orleans joins the ranks of cities who 
have hosted the International Irish Famine 
Commemoration.  The Famine Commem-
oration, launched in 2009, is the Irish gov-
ernment’s annual reflection on An Gorta 
Mor, Ireland’s Great Hunger, which lasted 
from 1845-1852, claiming the lives of 1.2 
million and forcing the emigration of 1.8 
million. Each year, a different Irish county 
hosts the national commemoration, and a 
city with a strong Irish diaspora hosts the 
international commemoration—and New 
Orleans is now in that number. 

A wide array of activities brought a 
sense of the solemnity, the academic, and 
the celebratory to the Commemoration. 
Events began at The Historic New Orleans 
Collection on the evening of November 6 
with the introductory address by Mrs. 
Heather Humphreys, Fine Gael TD repre-
senting the Cavan/Monaghan constituency 
and Minister of Culture and the Arts for the 
Irish Republic. Minister Humphreys was 
elected to Dáil Éireann in the 2011 general 
election and is the first woman ever to be 
elected for Fine Gael in the Cavan-
Monaghan constituency. She was appointed 
Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht on 11th July 2014. Prior to her ap-
pointment, Minister Humphreys  served as 
a member of the Joint Oireachtas Commit-

tee on Finance, Public Expenditure and 
Reform, the Joint Administration Commit-
tee and as a member of the Organisation for 
Security and Co-Operation in Europe 
(OSCE). 

Friday, November 7 opened with an 
academic symposium organized by Profes-
sor Laura Kelley of Tulane University and 
Jenna Burke, the Garden District Commis-
sioner on the New Orleans Historic Dis-
tricts Landmarks Commission.  In historic 
St. Alphonsus Cultural Center, once the 
church for the Irish community of the Irish 
Channel, a series of speakers spoke on the 
impact of the Hunger on New Orleans.  
The lectures demonstrated the ties that 
bind Ireland and New Orleans are not only 

(Continued on page 5) 

NEW ORLEANS DOES THE 
IRISH PROUD WITH  

A FAMINE COMMEMORATION 
LIKE NONE OTHER 

The St. Dominic Gymnasium rocked again on 
the evening of October 24 as the AOH held 
its Annual $10,000 Raffle and Irish Night 
Fundraiser. 

Open bar and traditional Irish fare accom-
panied the excellent tunes and dancing of 
Celjun from Lafayette, Louisiana, led by bal-
ladeer Tony Davoren.   

Mixing Irish ballads with Louisiana Cajun 
music, Celjun had patrons clapping their 
hands and singing along as they watched the 
numbers of the board count down to the 
$10,000 jackpot.  In the end, all went home 
satisfied as five contestants split the jackpot.  
In addition, patrons who attended the even-
ing enjoyed the opportunity to go home with  
door prizes courtesy of Massage Envy, Aidan 

Gill for Men, Mid-City Rock-n-Bowl, Lake-
view Harbor, Chicken Sue’s, Massey’s Sport-
ing Goods, Barcadia, NOLA Beans Café, Café 
Beignet, Southern Repertory Theater, the 
National WWII Museum, and Gray Line 
Tours, and the Steamboat Natchez.  Patrons 
also got to take home the lovely lantern-light 
centerpieces courtesy of AOH Brother Lance 
Uhde. 

Patrons also got to purchase raffle tickets 
for a special painting of the Celtic Cross on 
West End and Pontchartrain, donated by 
Judge Kuhn of the Republic of West Florida 
Division. 

The monies raised from the annual raffle go 
to fund the various charities of the AOH State 
Board, and it took the usual team effort to 

make the evening a success.  Thanks go out to 
all those who came to help set up the hall, 
and all those who purchased and helped sell 
tickets. 

Special thanks go out to Teri Carson, Rose 
Tindall, Judge McKay, Gerry Donegan, John 
Kilburn, Pat Power, Pat J. Power, Dickie 
Burke, Ronnie Burke, Sean Kennedy, Tom-
my O’Brien, BJ Eckholdt, Lance Uhde, Steve 
Murphy, Tommy and Johnny McCrossen, 
and David Waller.  Last but not least, thanks 
go out to Pam Falter, Jan Signorelli and the 
good people of St. Dominic Parish. 

Finally, our thanks go out to all those who 
attended and all those Hibernians and friends 
of the Hibernians who purchased tickets.  
T’was a grand night indeed! 

A FINE OCTOBER EVENING FOR AN IRISH NIGHT 



Excuse me now for a moment of 
unbridled, unrestrained triumphal-
ism.  We did it; that is, the Irish 
and Irish-American community 
here in New Orleans.  We pulled it 
off; that is, we hosted the Fifth An-
nual Commemoration of An Gorta 
Mor in a manner that made Toron-
to, Sydney, London, and Boston sit 
up and take notice. 

Some people from Ireland, 
around the country, and even 
throughout the world scratched 
their heads, wondered to them-
selves or out loud “Why New Orle-
ans?” and basically poo-pooed the 
fact that our city even had an Irish 
community worth mentioning, 
much less being able to host an 
event of this nature. 

Niall O’Dowd of Irish Central said 
that we could not do it.  Without 
even speaking to one member of 
the Commemoration committee, 
he lampooned the city’s “Mardi 
Gras atmosphere” as being un-
conducive to something as solemn 
as the Hunger.  We proved him 
wrong, and he has been silent ever 
since. 

Irish Times columnist David Ad-
ams, a Northern Ireland writer and 
former Loyalist activist, said in the 
typical Loyalist manner that the 
Irish “should stop playing the vic-
tim.”  The commemoration was 
one of anything but victimhood.  It 
was one of triumph over others like 
Adams and his ilk’s attempts to 
victimize the Irish. 

What those like O’Dowd and 
Adams and others fail to understand 

is that events such as these are as 
much an opportunity for the local 
Irish communities that host such 
events to come together and ex-
plore the fundamental ties that bind 
them. The New Orleans Irish com-
munity had an opportunity to look 
at a catastrophe exacerbated by the 
ineptitude and craven negligence of 
a government through the lens of 
the devastation caused by Hurricane 
Katrina and see the inherent simi-
larities.  The community had the 
chance to see that aid for Ireland 
came from a variety of charitable 
sources during the Great Hunger 
that in many ways matched the aid 
that came to this city in 2005. 

Most importantly, it shows what 
the Irish and Irish-American com-
munity can do when it comes to-
gether for such an event.  Many 
have often opined that the Irish and 
Irish-American communities would 
be really great in New Orleans if 
there were fewer “chiefs” and more 
cohesion.  That notion also got 
pushed aside in November as we 
saw the heads of all the great Irish 
organizations and some of the lead-
ing Irish families come together and 
pull off this celebration with tre-
mendous success. 

So let us all take a moment and 
salute those like Paul Gleeson, Irish 
Consul—the man who wanted 
New Orleans for this event many 
years back; Judge James F. McKay, 
Honorary Consul of Ireland for 
Louisiana; Dickie Brennan of the 
Brennan restaurant family; Mat-
thew Ahearn and Terry Landry of 

the Irish Cultural Museum of New 
Orleans; Fionuala McGlinchey 
Monsted; Ronnie and Dickie Burke 
and the entire Irish Channel Club; 
Joni Muggivan of the Muggivan 
School of Irish Dance; Adrian 
D’Arcy, head of IN-NOLA; and 
Dr. Laura Kelley of Tulane Univer-
sity.  

Last but not least, a salute should 
go out to all the Hibernians and 
Lady Hibernians, IN-NOLA mem-
bers, Irish Channel Marchers, uni-
versity professors and students, and 
simple interested individuals whose 
presence made this moment for 
New Orleans such a success. 

The Great Hunger is still in many 
respects a gaping wound in Ire-
land’s history and cultural psyche. 
It was a watershed moment in 
which literally millions of people 
were victimized.  However, this 
celebration shows more than any-
thing that the Irish are no longer 
victims.  

Victims let events define them.  
After a more than centuries of un-
derstanding the depth of the devas-
tation, the Irish and Irish-Americans 
have defined the Hunger.  We de-
fine the Great Hunger by honoring 
those who survived—who tri-
umphed—and take solace in the 
fact that not only did we define the 
Hunger, we also went on to take 
part in defining and building a great 
nation. 
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EDITORIAL - REMEMBERING AN GORTA MOR...THE RIGHT WAY 

Pete's is Lafayette's oldest Family Sports Restaurant 
Weekly Lunch Specials 

World Famous Big Pete Burger Special  
Wednesday night and Saturday Lunch 

Party Rooms available at no charge 
Proud Supporter of All Louisiana Athletics 

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE AOH 
 

We show all Your Favorite Games on our 46 TV's 
Great Food, Great Friends, Great Fun 

www.petesonjohnston.com 
3903 Johnston St. 

Lafayette, LA 70503 
337.981.4670 

IRISH TERMS 
The “Jacks” - the rest room.  Do 
not ask for the rest room in Ire-
land! 
 
"Donkey's years"- used as a refer-
ence of time. We have absolutely 
no idea what the length of time a 
donkey's year is, but it's widely 
accepted that it's a very very long 
time. 
In use: "You're all very welcome 
to Lisnabuntry, we haven't had 
this big a crowd here in donkey's 
years." 
 
"Put the heart crossways" in 
someone—to give someone a 
fright. This is what you'll do when 
you're staying with an Irish friend 
or relative and you accidentally 
walk in on them in the shower. 
In use: "Jaysis you put the heart 
crossway in me, I didn't see you 
there at all!" 
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STATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Proud Printer of The Crescent Harp 
Hibernian owned and operated for all your printing needs. 

3521 20th St  Metairie, LA 70002 
(504) 838-8300  

Season’s Greetings! 
I hope you all enjoyed a relaxing and enjoy-

able Thanksgiving holiday surrounded by 
family and friends.  Before we turn our eyes 
to the upcoming Christmas season and be-
yond, I’d like to take a moment to revisit our 
successful Fall events.  Our annual Irish Night 
Fundraiser on Friday, October 24th was an-
other rousing success!  Many thanks to the 
Fundraising Committee for a job well done 
and also, of course, to all who purchased tick-
ets in support of the cause!  We couldn’t have 
done it without you. 

From November 6th through 9th, the Irish 
Government held its annual International 
Famine Commemoration in New Orleans.  
The four day slate of events was capped off by 
an official dedication of the Hibernian Memo-
rial located at New Basin Canal Park.  The 
events were well attended and it is clear that 
the New Orleans Irish Community put its 
best foot forward throughout the weekend. 

We are now approaching the Christmas 
season and with it comes our annual Freedom 
For All Ireland Appeal.  The FFAI Commit-
tee is requesting every Division, Coun-
ty and State President to make a seri-
ous effort to support this year’s Christ-
mas Appeal.  With increased participation, 
we can significantly increase the amount of 

good work directed towards the building of a 
“United 32 County Ireland” based on 
peace and justice for all. 

Donations payable to AOH Christmas Ap-
peal can be sent in care of: 

 
Paul Gowdy 

13201 Rosselo Ave. 
Warren, MI 48088-3154 

 
Christmas marks the beginning of our busi-

est season here in Louisiana, so it’s time to 
gear up for plenty of activity.  After we ring 
in the New Year, we will have at least one 
meeting before Mardi Gras, and then on Ash 
Wednesday, we will participate in the Mass at 
St. Louis Cathedral and will again form a Hi-
bernian shield to protect the clergy and con-
gregation from those who spew hatred to-
wards Catholics. 

St. Patrick’s Day falls on a Tuesday in 
2015, so the annual Irish Channel St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade will be held on Saturday, 
March 14th.  Our annual Mass and banquet 
will be held on Tuesday, March 17th.  More 
details about these events will be provided as 
we get closer to the dates. 

Finally, it’s time to start planning for this 
summer’s State Convention.  Anyone who is 
interested in volunteering to be a part of that 

committee 
should contact 
me as soon as 
possible.  At this 
year’s conven-
tion, you will be 
electing a new 
slate of officers 
for the State 
Board, so please 
start thinking 
about whether you or someone you know is 
ready to step up and take on a mantel of lead-
ership for our fine organization.  It has been 
my sincere honor and pleasure to serve as 
your State President for the past 3 and a half 
years and as I close out my term over the next 
few months, I hope to be able to thank each 
of you in person for the support and encour-
agement you’ve provided along the way. 

In the meantime, I wish you and your fami-
lies a joyous holiday season full of peace. 

Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian 
Charity, 

Joe Casler 



IN MEMORIAM 
 

BROTHER JOSEPH TIMOTHY MCKAY JR. 
Archbishop Hannan Division 

MRS. ALICE UHDE 
Mother of Brother Lance Uhde 

 

PRAYERS 

 

MRS. ELLEN WALLER 
Wife of Brother David Waller 

JOHN MURPHY 
Brother of Hibernian Steve Murphy 

ALEXIS MICHELLI 
USMC, Stationed Overseas in Afghanistan 

Niece of Brother Paul Cresswell 

 

FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE IN OUR NATION 
 

THE HOMELESS OF NEW ORLEANS TO WHOM  
SR. VERA AND THE REBUILD CENTER STAFF MINISTER 

and 
ALL MILITARY MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OVERSEAS 
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THE PIPES ARE CALLING! 

The New Orleans Irish Pipe band is back and is look-
ing for more pipers, drummers, and marchers!   

Practices are Saturday mornings at  

St. Alphonsus Cultural Center 

2030 Constance Street. 

Contact AOH Brother Kevin Gilheany at 504-263-1826  

or kgilheany@cox.net 

rooted in the past but continue to this day. 
Caroilin Callery and Sean Tenner spoke on 
lessons learned from the Hunger as they 
apply to modern problems.  Richard Cam-
panella asked symposium attendees exactly 
where was The Irish Channel.  Professor 
Terrence W. Fitzmorris (a Hibernian) gave 
a compelling lecture on the Irish who served 
in the Civil War.  Ciara Breathnach dis-
played heartbreaking photographic evidence 
of the Hunger in the west of Ireland.  Final-
ly, Christine brought attendees’ focus on 
the great works of charity that arose around 
the world because of the Hunger. 

However, the events were just begin-
ning.  In a show of ethnic pride and solidari-
ty usually reserved for the Saturday before 
St. Patrick’s Day, the Irish Channel March-
ing Club organized a traditional Irish parade 
Friday evening through the French Quarter, 
ending with a block party at the Irish Cul-
tural Museum on Conti Street.  In keeping 
with the spirit of the commemoration, pa-
trons made donations to attend the party 
that then went to assist Sr. Vera and the 
Presentation Sisters who run the Rebuild 
Homeless Shelter of New Orleans. 

That Saturday saw yet another traditional  
festival at Kingsley House with the Irish 
Fest.  In one of the great settlement houses 
that ministered to families, the Muggivan 
School presented an Irish dance competition 
that was open to the public and included 

competitions for solo dancers, teams, and 
families. Conducted according to the CLRG 
sanctioned rules, the festival’s only differ-
ence was no costumes as competitors 
dressed casually. The festival began with a 
5K walk to eliminate hunger followed by 
the Feis and Ceili and traditional music cele-
bration, and a dance drama to end the after-
noon.  Over at Annunciation Square next to 
Kingsley House, the Gaelic Athletic Associ-
ation staged a Gaelic football match begun 
with a pep talk from Minister Humphreys. 

Saturday evening, organizers of all the 
events donned black tie and cocktail dress 
and welcomed guests a spectacular gala 
event at Gallier Hall, hosted by IN-NOLA 
and featuring the music of Black ’47 and 
special guest performer Tara O’Grady from 
New York.  Guests got to meet Minister 
Humphreys, sample excellent food courtesy 
of Dickie Brennan’s restaurants, Finn 
McCool’s, and The Irish House, and—of 
course—enjoy some Irish refreshment.  
Again, in keeping with the spirit of the 
event, patrons had the opportunity to view 
videos and slideshows about the impact of 
the Hunger on Ireland and America and the 
history of the Brennan family—one of the 
greatest restaurant families in the country if 
not the world.  The funds gathered from the 
gala event went completely to fund scholar-
ships that send young women and men to 
Ireland to study. 

On Sunday, dignitaries and participants 
mustered their “second winds” for the 

crowning event of the entire commemora-
tion—the Dedication of Hibernian Memori-
al Park.  Under cloudless skies, Minister 
Humphreys joined the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians and the Catholic Clergy in dedi-
cating the four-acre site around the Celtic 
Cross on West End and Pontchartrain.  At-
tendees sat beneath tents and were treated 
the music of the United States Marine Corps 
Band and then some brief speeches from the 
Minister and the Hibernians before the 
blessings.  After the invocation by AOH 
State Chaplain Rev. Patrick Collum and the 
Dedication Blessing by Retired AOH Chap-
lain Rev. Neal McDermott, O.P., the AOH 
Republic of West Florida Division present-
ed the minister with a painting of the Celtic 
Cross.  Finally, attendees enjoyed yet anoth-
er excellent repast of traditional fare courte-
sy of Dickie Brennan and the good people at 
St. Dominic Parish. 

Over the course of four days, New Orle-
ans locals, visitors, and Irish dignitaries paid 
respects to the many Irish who died during 
the Great Hunger and suffered in its wake.  
It can be said that the visitors who first came 
to this city are now as aware of New Orle-
ans as an Irish city as they are of all the other 
places long-considered Irish strongholds. 

IRISH FAMINE COMMEMORATION 
(Continued from page 1) 



Adrian A. D’Arcy 
Shields Mott Lund LLP 

IN-NOLA President 
 

 
Adrian is a partner with the law firm of Shields Mott Lund LLP. Adrian’s primary area of practice is commercial liti-
gation, specializing in construction litigation.  Adrian is the Chairman of the New Orleans Bar Association’s Construc-
tion Committee. Adrian is also involved in the growing practice associated with Green Building and has obtained the 
LEED “Green Associate” designation.  Adrian graduated cum laude from Loyola Law School (New Orleans) in 2004. 
Adrian was born in Dublin City in Ireland but had the benefit of being raised in beautiful County Kerry.  He attended 
University College Dublin and obtained his B.A.(Hons)in Economics from UCD in 1990.  After graduating, Adrian 
moved to New York where he spent eight years in restaurant management with the Smith & Wollensky Restaurant 
Group.  In 1998 Adrian opened the New Orleans’ Smith & Wollensky restaurant and enrolled in law school two 
years later. Adrian attended law school at night while working in Smith & Wollensky.           
Adrian is a founding member of Irish Network New Orleans and is both an officer and board member of Irish Net-
work USA, currently serving as IN USA’s National Events Director.  He has been a member of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians since 1998 and has been an active member of the Irish Channel St. Patrick's Day Club in New Orleans 
since 1999. Adrian is also committed to promoting youth soccer in New Orleans and currently is the commissioner of 
the Carrollton Booster spring soccer program and a Carrollton Booster board member. 
 
Adrian had the fortune to meet a good Dublin girl, Karen, while in UCD.  After graduating UCD in 1992, Karen 

moved to New York and they married in 1997.  Karen is also a member of Irish Network New Orleans and is president of UCD’s Alumni group in Louisi-
ana. Adrian and Karen have two wonderful children; Grainne and Conor who now have burgeoning southern accents. 

Adrian is committed to IN-New Orleans harnessing the goodwill and energy of the diverse Irish Community in the city to promote Irish cultural aware-
ness in the city and to promote New Orleans to the sister Irish Networks, the North American Irish Community, and the country of Ireland. 



 
3701 Banks Street 

New Orleans, LA  70119 
(504) 486-9080 

finnmccools.com 
 

Voted Best Neigh-
borhood bar in Gam-

bit Weekly  
 

Rated the Best Irish 
Pub in the Southern 

United States 
 
 

YOUR PREMIER PLACE  
FOR SOCCER, RUGBY, AND WHO DATS 

 
50” Plasma Screen and 8 ft. projector screens 

 
BRILLIANT PUB QUIZ EVERY MONDAY 

 

HOME OF DELICIOUS 
BOO KOO BBQ 

 
www.finnmccools.com 
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How about taking an ad out in The Crescent Harp??? 
Our readership is now over 350 in the state and more than 1,000 nationally. 

Let the Irish community know about your business! 
Send a personal memorial out for a loved one. 

 

$100 - quarter-page ad 
$200 - half-page ad 
$400 - full-page ad 

 

Contact us through the mail, via phone, or by e-mail. 

NEXT HIBERNIAN MEETINGS 
 Hannan and Gibbons Division Republic of West Florida Division 
 THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2014 - Deutsches Haus, Metairie WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2014 - St. Joseph’s, Ponchatoula 

Acadian Division 
TBA 


