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Sultry conditions and a St. Patrick’s 
Day that fell on Saturday did not deter 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians in 
Louisiana from celebrating the feast of 
Ireland’s Apostle in a glorious manner 
from morning until well after mid-
night.  But the AOH did not only 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day in the usual 
Irish manner.  In a special addition 
that would have quickly won the ap-
proval of our great Apostle of Ireland, 
the Hibernians made an extraordinary 
young women experience what New 
Orleans, and--most importantly--Irish 
New Orleans is all about. 

The day began with Mass in honor 
of St. Patrick, held at St. Patrick 
Church on Camp Street in downtown 
New Orleans.  Although many Hiber-

nians attended the annual Irish Chan-
nel Parade Mass at St. Mary’s As-
sumption just a short mile and a half 
down the street, a good crowd of 
Hibernians gathered to honor 
Brother James Brennan and Brother 
Kevin McKay as Irishmen of the 
Year. 
As usual, the Mass highlighted the 
religious and spiritual aspect of this 
solemn feast day, which honors a 
saint who invoked the Christian 
principles of forgiveness, compas-
sion, and courage to bring the Chris-
tian faith to the people of Ireland.  In 
addition, the grandeur of St. Patrick 
Church reminded the Hibernians 
and all gathered of  seriousness and 
solemnity of this holy feast. 

THE AOH CELEBRATES ST. PATRICK’S DAY  
IN GRAND AND MOVING STYLE 

Miss Emily Mueller waves to the 
camera as she leads the AOH in the 
Irish Channel Parade.  Miss Mueller, 
who has autism, was named Honor-
ary Irish Rose by the Hibernians for 
the 2012 parade. 

For more about the St. Patrick’s Day 
festivities, see pages 6-7. 

LOUISIANA MAKES MARCH IRISH-AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

- by Francis “Paco” Scanlan, 
Archbishop Hannan Division 

On May 25, Louisiana Gov-
ernor Piyush “Bobby” Jindal 
signed into law an act desig-
nating every March as Irish-
American Heritage 
Month.  The law will take 
effect on August 1, 
2012.  Both the House and 
Senate passed the bill unani-
mously.  Sen. Edwin Murray 
of New Orleans was the pri-
mary author of the bill and 
was responsible for shep-
herding it through the legisla-
ture.  Below is the text of the 
law. 

 
AN ACT 
Be it enacted by the Legisla-
ture of Louisiana: Section 1. 
R.S. 49:170.17 is hereby 
enacted to read as follows:  
 
Irish-American Heritage 
Month 
 
The legislature does hereby 
recognize and acknowledge 
the following: 
A significant portion of our 
citizens are of Irish descent 
whose ancestors immigrated 
from Ireland as a result of the 

potato famine in the 1840s, 
settling in numerous loca-
tions throughout the state, 
often in neighborhoods lo-
cated near the Mississippi 
River such as the Irish Chan-
nel and the Third Ward in 
New Orleans. 
A hard-working people, Irish 
tradition, culture, folklore, 
music, and dedication to God 
and family are reflected in 
the culture and mix of our 
state's heritage and a source 
of great achievement and 
pride to persons of Irish de-

(Continued on page 2) 



In Harper Lee’s timeless novel To 
Kill a Mockingbird, the moral center 
of the story, Atticus Finch, imparts 
to his young son Jem a subtle and 
poignant lesson in courage.  Atticus’ 
lesson is that true courage comes not 
from someone’s ability to handle a 
weapon or do “manly things”, but 
from determination in the face of 
overwhelming odds.  Courage is, as 
Atticus says, something that comes 
about “when you're licked before 
you begin but you begin anyway and 
you see it through no matter what.”   

Over the last few months since 
Mardi Gras, we of the Ancient Or-
der of Hibernians--as well as all the 
people throughout New Orleans and 
the rest of Louisiana--have witnessed 
extraordinary lessons in courage 
from a young lady named Emily 
Mueller and her determined, dogged 
mother Amy. 

Emily, who has autism, had her 
courage tested at the Muses parade 
when a boorish group of inebriated 
college-aged people bullied her and 
insulted her with labels that many 
would consider relics of our ignorant 
past.  Shaken and hurt, Emily left the 
parade in tears, resolved never to go 
to another Mardi Gras celebration 
again. 

However, her mother Amy re-
minded Emily of her courage and 
then posted their experience on-line, 
which soon went viral.  Immedi-
ately, the Krewe of Muses (at whose 
parade Emily was bullied), along 
with several dancing and marching 
groups, invited Miss Mueller and her 
mother to their den for a special 

“Emily Gras” celebration. 
For those who know anything 

about autism, the challenge that such 
a condition presents to people like 
Emily is not that she is in a mental 
shell where nothing gets in or out.  
Rather, everything gets in because 
people like Emily do not have the 
same filters on her brain that process 
the incoming experiences.  Thus, 
people with autism have difficulty 
with social situations that appear 
“normal” to us.  They like routine.  
They like very comfortable zones in 
which they can operate without fear 
or anxiety.  They also have a ten-
dency to see the good in everyone 
and can be shattered when that vi-
sion is shattered. 

In Emily’s odyssey, her mother 
states that life and experiencing it 
has been a series of “Let’s Trys.” 
Each new challenge or situation in 
life is an opportunity to attempt to 
expand the comfort zone.  “Let’s try 
to go visit this new crowd of people” 
or “Let’s try to go to Muses’ den for 
a special celebration” or “Let’s try to 
ride in a convertible in a parade with 
thousands of people looking at you.” 

In her short eleven years, Emily 
has frequently risen to the challenge.  
She did so again on March 17, bless-
ing our group by riding at the head 
of the Hibernian contingent in the 
Irish Channel Parade.  On an unsea-
sonably warm afternoon in the Irish 
Channel, Emily sat on the back of a 
convertible and allowed New Or-
leanians to renew her faith in the 
goodness of people and expand her 
horizons once more.  She waved at 

and threw beads to the crowds while 
the people threw their love and sup-
port back at her. 

At first, some of us in the parade 
were concerned that Emily might 
experience discomfort in her experi-
ence.  After only a short time, 
though, we all agreed and took de-
light in the fact that the person hav-
ing the best time in the Irish Channel 
Parade was Miss Emily Mueller. 

All this happened because her 
mother has never once seen this 
special gift from God to us as anyone 
other than a normal little girl capable 
of doing things like all of us.  All this 
because a mother determined to say 
“let’s try,” and her daughter re-
sponded, “Yes, let’s try.” 

As Hibernians, we celebrate the 
courage of our forefathers for stand-
ing up to armed mobs and vicious 
laws that stripped them of their dig-
nity.  We honor the fortitude we 
have shown in defending our Church 
against ignorance and hatred.  We 
march as groups for life, for immi-
gration justice, for peace in North-
ern Ireland.  We raise countless 
sums for charitable causes, even 
when our own financial situations 
are shaky in these times. 

For all these things, we should 
applaud our courage in these most 
public and up front activities. 

But if anyone is looking for the 
best lesson in courage--Irish courage-
- then one need look no further than 
Emily and Amy Mueller. 
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FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: 

AN IRISH ROSE  TEACHES THE HIBERNIANS AND THE REST OF  
NEW ORLEANS A LESSON IN COURAGE 

Miss Emily Mueller (center) and her mother Amy stand with the Ancient Order of Hibernians, Archbishop Hannan, Cardinal Gibbons, Republic of 
West Florida, and Fr. Gallagher Divisions at their May 17th Meeting.  Miss Mueller was honored as the “Honorary Irish Rose” for the March 17    
St. Patrick’s Day Parade. (Photo courtesy of Jim Moriarty.) 

scent in Louisiana. 
It is the policy of this state 
to acknowledge and foster 
the varied cultures and in-
fluences unique to our re-
gion and its people and to 
support the aspirations of 
all who wish to retain their 
historical roots and culture 
while continuing to im-
prove their own economic 
conditions and that of our 
state.   
In observance and recogni-
tion of the contributions 
and colorful history of Irish 
in our state and to honor 
those of Irish descent in our 
state, the legislature hereby 
designates the month of 
March of each year as "Irish
-American Heritage 
Month" in Louisiana. 
 
ACT No. 324 

IRISH-AMERICAN  
HERITAGE MONTH 
(Continued from page 1) 
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Greetings Brother Hibernians, 
As the heat of the summer settles in, several of 

our members are preparing to attend the National 
Convention in Turning Stone (7/9 - 7/12). We 
still have open delegate spots available, so if you 
are interested in going, please let me know as 
soon as possible. I'm proud to report that Louisi-
ana will be one of the major hosts of the Southern 
Hospitality Suite at the convention. As most of 
you know, many lasting friendships are formed at 
the conventions and the camaraderie enjoyed in 
the hospitality suites have much to do with that. 
We are co-hosting with South Carolina, Atlanta 
and St. Louis, which is the site of the next national 
convention in 2014. Hopefully, we will return 
from Turning Stone with one of our own having 
been elected as the National Vice President. I'm 
sure by now that most of you know that Judge Jim 
McKay, the current National Treasurer, is looking 
for a promotion to National Vice-President and 
we aim to deliver. All the best, Judge! We're 
behind you all the way! 

I would also like to report that several of our 
projects are moving along with all deliberate 
speed. First, please check out our website. It was 
revamped about six months ago and is updated 
routinely with the latest news and events. When 
you go to www.aohla.com, you will be invited to 
register with your e-mail address. I strongly en-
courage you to do so, because we are still intent 
on "going green" and phasing out regular mail. 

The second project underway is the Celtic 
Cross Expansion / Modification Project. At this 

point, we are negotiating a lease agreement with 
the Levee Board to not only officially take over 
the current area of the Celtic Cross Monument at 
West End, but also to expand the memorial's 
footprint within the West End neutral ground. 
We intend to turn the space into an even larger 
tribute to the Irish immigrants who died digging 
the New Basin Canal trying to make their way in 
America.  These enhancements will make the 
memorial site a peaceful, family place to reflect 
on and celebrate all Irish contributions to New 
Orleans. We have opened a bank account with the 
express purpose of supporting this project. If you 
would like to make a donation, please send a 
check to our P.O. Box payable to the AOH Celtic 
Cross Fund. 

The third project that we have undertaken is 
not nearly as far along as the Cross project, but it 
is probably as important. For years now, we have 
been very fortunate to have friends in different 
places who have helped us hold our meetings. In 
spite of that, many of you have expressed a desire 
to have a place of our own, so that we are not so 
dependent on others. The State Board whole-
heartedly supports that effort, so we have opened 
another bank account for the purpose of funding 
the purchase and/or lease of our own clubhouse. I 
know that there are some pessimists about 
whether we can or should accomplish this en-
deavor.  To them I say, there is no guarantee that 
this will come to fruition in our lifetimes. But I 
know that unless we try, it will definitely never 
happen. Imagine what a wonderful thing it would 

be to have a home 
of our own! If you 
would like to make 
a donation to this 
cause, please send 
a check to our 
P.O. Box payable 
to the AOH Club-
house Fund. Your 
support for all of 
these projects is as appreciated as it is necessary, 
so please give them your fullest consideration. 

Finally, I would like to extend my heartfelt 
gratitude to Brother Paco Scanlan, who spear-
headed our effort to permanently have the month 
of March officially recognized as Irish American 
Heritage Month.  Senate Bill 353, sponsored by 
our good friend, Senator Edwin Murray, passed 
both the House and Senate and has now been 
signed into law by Governor Jindal.  Way to go, 
Paco! 

In closing, I would like wish all of you an enjoy-
able break. Let us pray for an uneventful hurri-
cane season and a safe return for all of our Broth-
ers from their various trips and vacations through-
out the summer. I look forward to seeing you all 
again when meetings resume in September. In the 
meantime, may the wind be at your back, may the 
sun shine warmly upon your face and may God 
hold you in the palm of His hand. 
 
Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity, 
Joe Casler 

STATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

THE AOH SAYS FAREWELL TO BROTHER FRANK WILLS 

The Ancient Order of 
Hibernians, Louisiana 
State Board and 
Archbishop Philip M. 
Hannan Division mourns 
the untimely passing of 
Brother Frank Lee Wills.  

Wills, 53, passed away on May 11.   
Brother Wills grew up in St. Henry’s 

Parish in Uptown New Orleans and went 
on to become a multisport athlete at De La 
Salle High School where he played football, 
basketball and baseball. He helped guide the 
Cavaliers to the state baseball championship 
in 1977 and was selected the championship 
game's MVP. 

At Tulane, Wills was a punter for the 
football team and an ace pitcher for the 
baseball team. He was selected first-team 
Sporting News Collegiate All-American in 
1980 and subsequently picked 16th overall 

by the Kansas City Royals in the first round 
of the 1980 Major League draft. 
Wills made his Major League debut for the 
Royals in 1983 and also played for the Seat-
tle Mariners, Cleveland Indians and To-
ronto Blue Jays before retiring in 1991. 

Wills is member of the De La Salle Hall 
of Fame, Tulane Hall of Fame, and the New 
Orleans Professional Baseball Hall of Fame. 

Brother Wills had joined the Hibernians 
in the 1990s and was intensely proud of his 
Irish heritage.  National Treasurer Judge 
Jim McKay, a close friend of Wills’ and 
fellow De La Salle alumnus, related a story 
that Wills’ desire to be a Hibernian was so 
strong that he actually went and had a DNA 
swab taken to prove his Celtic heritage. 

Brother Wills was a stalwart member of 
the Hibernians and was integral to the suc-
cess of the AOH presence in the Annual 
Irish Channel St. Patrick’s Day parade.  He 

represented the AOH at the Mass at St. 
Mary’s Assumption Church prior to the 
Parade and helped secure the carts that al-
lowed elderly and infirm Hibernians to par-
ticipate in the Parade as well as the con-
vertible that carried Emily Mueller. 

Members of the Archbishop Hannan and 
Cardinal Gibbons Divisions gathered in St. 
Henry’s Church on Friday, May 25 to com-
mend their brother to the Lord through the 
Ritual of the Funeral. 

Brother Wills is survived by his daughters 
Dorian Wills Dunlap and Olivia Lea Wills, 
his grandchild Presley Joyce Dunlap, and his 
sisters Kathleen "Katie" Wills, Eleanor 
Wills Bellas. 

Donations may be made in Frank's mem-
ory to Animal Rescue of New Orleans, 
www. animalrescueneworleans.org. Con-
dolences may be expressed online at www. 
schoencanalstreet.com. 



- from Mark C. Foley, Acadian Division 
President 

For the Acadian Division of the Ancient Order 
of Hibernians, Red joined Green as the official 
colors of St. Patrick’s Day; that is, the signature 
red color of boiled crawfish.  In a truly grand 
finale to the activities surrounding St. Patrick’s 
Day, the AOH served food and put on a show to 
in Lafayette on March 24 that had the assembled 
patrons leaving satisfied in both body and spirit. 

Gathered in the Fatima Knights of Columbus 
Hall in Lafayette, several hundred pounds of 
steaming, spicy crawfish, potatoes, and corn— 
courtesy of Crawdaddy’s Catering—soon found 
their way to the tables (and then into the stom-
achs) of the many gathered for one last St. Pat-
rick’s Day hurrah. 

The evening kicked off with a tribute to our co- 
Hibernians of the year, Brother James Joseph 
Brennan and Brother Kevin Michael Patrick 
McKay, both of whom were founders and past 
Presidents of the Acadian Division.  

State President Joseph Casler presided over the 
reading of the proclamations with Hannan Divi-
sion President John Fitzmorris and Acadian Presi-
dent Mark Foley.  Brother Foley then expressed 
the gratitude of all Hibernians for Brother Bren-
nan’s and McKay’s contributions. 

While the patrons awaited their “Irish mud-

bugs” and then commenced with the “tail pinch-
ing,” dancers from the Shelia Ryan School of Irish 
Dancing entertained the guests with a series of 
beautifully-executed reels and jigs. 

Directed by Sheila Ryan Davoren, the Ryan 
Dancers featured the awesome dancing of Mr. 
Joseph LeDesma.  Sheila shared with the guests 
her own experiences growing up in New York  
and attending Hibernian functions with her Father 
who was a member. She noted that he must have 
been smiling down from Heaven and enjoying the 
Irish music and dance so dear to his heart. Sheila’s 
dancers consisted of beginners (the “wee little 
ones”) to intermediate and then advanced level. 
All were a joy to behold. Sheila’s husband Tony 
Davoren sang and entertained the crowd as the 
dancers changed shoes and costumes. 

The evening’s entertainment continued with 
Irish Jigs and reels performed by the Farouche 
band. Members include Steven Barney playing the 
bodhran, Tatiana Luzan on the bouzouki, and Mi-
chael Barney on the Uilleann pipes and the Great 
Highland Pipes (War Pipes). 

A great time was had by all.  
The Acadian Division would like to thank our 

Brothers from other AOH Divisions that joined us 
for this wonderful celebration and look forward to 
seeing more next year. 

Pete's is Lafayette's oldest Family Sports Restaurant 
Weekly Lunch Specials 

World Famous Big Pete Burger Special  
Wednesday night and Saturday Lunch 

Party Rooms available at no charge 
Proud Supporter of All Louisiana Athletics 

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE AOH 
 

We show all Your Favorite Games on our 46 TV's 
Great Food, Great Friends, Great Fun 

www.petesonjohnston.com 
3903 Johnston St. 

Lafayette, LA 70503 
337.981.4670 
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ACADIAN AOH SUCKS HEADS AND PINCHES TAILS 
...AND WE ALL KNOW THAT TO BE A GREAT THING 

Above.  Young members of the Shelia Ryan Irish Dancers delight 
the audience with their stepping and reeling at the AOH Aca-
dian Crawfish Boil in Lafayette.  
 
Below.  The Irish Music group “Farouche” plays traditional tunes 
on their instruments as the crowd chows down on crawfish.  
The Acadian Crawfish Boil is fast becoming one of the most 
popular events in Lafayette. 
(Photos courtesy of John Fitzmorris.) 

The Acadian Division of the AOH asks 
for all prayers and assistance for the safe 
return of Miss Mickey Shunick, who was 
last seen in Lafayette on May 19. 

Miss Shunick, a student at the Univer-

sity of Louisiana-Lafayette is described as 
5 feet 1 inch tall, weighing 115 pounds. 

Anyone with information on Shunick's 
whereabouts is asked to call Lafayette 
police at 337.291.8600. 

All the Hibernians throughout the state 
join with the rest of Louisiana in prayer 
for both Miss Shunick and her family in 
this time of trial. 

AOH JOINS WITH THE LAFAYETTE COMMUNITY  
IN PRAYER FOR THE SAFE RETURN OF MISS MICKEY SHUNICK 



IN MEMORIAM 

 BROTHER FRANK LEE WILLS JR. RICHARD JOHN “JACK” DEMPSEY SR. 
 Archbishop Hannan Division Father of Brother Richard Dempsey 

 MRS. BETTY BROWNE MICHAEL “MICKEY” MAHONEY SR. 
 Wife of Brother John Browne Uncle of Brother Chris Cook 

 OWEN E. CARRIGNAN LITTLE MISS MAELAN E. GRAFFAGNINI 
 Friend of the Hibernians Friend of the Hibernians 

 YVONNE MARY DUNN KIRN FRANK BUFFONE 

 Mother of Brother Theodore Kirn Friend of the Hibernians  

 NAT CHESTNUT NEWELL SCHINDLER 

 Friend of the Hibernians Friend of the Hibernians 

PRAYERS 

 BROTHER WILLIAM BURTCH BROTHER PAT WILKERSON 
 Fr. Thomas “Mossy” Gallagher Division Cardinal Gibbons Division 

 JOHN MURPHY BROTHER KEVIN DONOHUE 
 Father of Brother Steve Murphy Cardinal Dalton Division, Pearl River, New York 

 DAVID PAUL KELEHER MICHAEL MCNALLY 
 Father-in-Law of Brother Jeremy Hughes Friend of the AOH 

 MISS MICHAELA “MICKEY” SHUNICK PATRICK PEYTON 

 Missing from Lafayette since May 19 Friend of the AOH 

 
and 

ALL OF OUR MILITARY MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OVERSEAS 

PAGE 5 VOLUME 3, ISSUE 4 



PAGE 6 THE CRESCENT HARP 

The Fathers Cronin and Macleay/Republic of West Florida Division 
was proud to make a $2,500 donation to the Richard Murphy Hos-
pice in Hammond. The gift was comprised of the total proceeds from 
our very successful recent gala, “An Irish Evening in March.” Plans 
are being made to move this event to December and call it “A Christ-
mas Eve in Ireland,” so please watch for updates on this ‘brilliant’ 
Irish fete.  

In April, the RWFD also made a $250 donation to the Commo-
dore Barry Project.  The Project funds a new gate at the entrance of 
the United States Naval Academy that honors Commodore John 
Barry, an Irish immigrant to America who became one of the fathers 
of the United States Navy. 

The RWFD’s Annual Silent/Live Auction will be June 22, and we 
extend a special Ceád Mile Fáilte to all of our Brothers across the state 
and beyond.  It will be hosted by Guest Auctioneer Doug Mouton, 
and a sampling of auction items to date includes: 

Your Own Wine Cellar - 100 Bottles of Wine 
LSU Football Signed by Coach Les Miles 

4 Days/3 Nights Stay in a French Quarter Condo 
Thanksgiving Feast Delivered to Your Home 

Acadian Cypress Harvest Table Crafted by Chris Johnson 
Gourmet Surf and Turf Dinner Served by Celebrity Waiters 

Overnight Fishing Trip and Steak Dinner  
for Four in Cocodrie 

4 Days/ 3 Nights in Orange Beach, Alabama 

In addition, there will be many interesting items available for the 
silent auction.   

Tickets to the auction are $20.00 per person or $35.00 a couple 
and include dinner and drinks. 
For Information Call: Bill Moran at (225) 294-5113;  Ronnie Crim-
mins at (985) 773-8965; or Martin Kearney (985) 974-9210. 

Richard Murphy Hospice Administrator Donna Landry (left) and Executive Director Patty 
Westmoreland stand on either side of Republic of West Florida Division President Martin 
Kearney.  The RWF Division donated $2,500, which were its proceeds from the March 
Evening in Ireland event. 
(Photo courtesy of Martin Kearney.) 

TANAGIPAHOA DIVISION RAISES MONEY  
FOR HOSPICE AND PLANS CHRISTMAS GALA 

An evening of food, drink, and dance at the 
Irish House of New Orleans on Sunday, April 
29, surrounded the lovely ladies featured by 
the Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians. 

There, the New Orleans Rose Association 
presented Miss Lisa Brady of Covington, Lou-
isiana as the representative of New Orleans in 
the International Rose of Tralee Contest that is 
held each year in Ireland. 

The ceremony was hosted by local radio 
personality Ed Clancy and featured Miss Brady 
along with two Ladies-in-Waiting and eight 
young “Rosebuds.” 

Amid cozy conditions in the elegant upper 
room of AOH Brother Matthew Murphy’s fine 
establishment, the New Orleans Rose and her 
attendants beamed their Irish smiles and danced 
a series of Irish reels and jigs with their escorts. 

Miss Brady, 21, was the valedictorian of her 
class at St. Scholastica Academy in Covington 
and currently  is studying for a degree in Psy-
chology & Spanish at the University of Alabama 
in Tuscaloosa.  She is a member of the Univer-
sity Honors Fellows program.  

She hopes to travel and teach English for a 

year abroad after graduating and then plans on 
returning to college to earn her Master’s de-
gree.  

She works at Tuscaloosa’s only Irish restau-
rant, recently started an annual Easter lunch 
for international students at the university, and 
has volunteered with programs for intellectu-
ally disabled children and adults, as well as 
various youth mentoring programs in at-risk 

schools.  
She has danced for over sixteen years, and is 

now a certified Zumba instructor. She is a big 
fan of seafood, as well as Mardi Gras and St. 
Patrick's Day parades.  Lisa enjoys visiting her 
grandmother and many cousins in Ireland every 
other year. 

Accompanying Miss Brady were Ladies-in-
Waiting Miss Chase Jackson and Miss Madeline 
Janney.  The Rosebuds for the evening were 
Little Miss Maddison Morrison, Little Miss 
Breah Scanlan, Little Miss Lucile Monsted , 
Little Miss Anna Dawson, Little Miss Linda 
Plasse, Little Miss Madeleine Fitzmorris, Little 
Miss Bree Rafferty, and Little Miss Shea Plasse. 

Miss Brady will participate in the Regional 
Competition with the hope to move on to the 
international contest.  The International Rose 
of Tralee Festival will be held in Ireland from 
August 17-21.   

To see all the American Rose contestants, 
please go to http://www.roseoftralee.ie/
roses/international-roses-2012/american-
regional-final-roses-2012/washington-dc-154. 

Ádh mór, Lisa!  

LADIES AOH SELECT THE NEW ORLEANS IRISH ROSE 

Miss Lisa Brady (left), the New Orleans Irish Rose repre-
sentative, stands with Chef Matthew Murphy, and Mrs. 
Nora Lambert of the Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians 
at the New Orleans Rose Celebration held at the Irish 
House on April 29. (Photo courtesy of Daniel Erath of 
The Times-Picayune.) 



When it comes to Christian Charity, some 
Hibernians march, others donate generous sums 
of money, and a very few from time to time 
shave their heads.  On March 10, 2012, on Oak 
Street in New Orleans, Hibernian Justin Pam-
plin did the last in that list for St. Baldrick’s 
Foundation, an organization that raises money 
for childhood cancer research. 

Since St. Baldrick’s started in 2000, it has 
raised over 118 million dollars through head 
shaving events across the country.  The shaving 
of the heads represents the hair the children lose 
during cancer treatment. 

In addition, Finn McCool’s Irish Pub also 
sponsored a St. Baldrick’s Day head shaving 
fundraiser and raised over $45,000 for cancer 
research. 

The St. Baldrick Foundation began in 2000 
when insurance executives John Bender, Tim 
Kenny and Enda McDonnell turned their St. 
Patrick's Day party into a head-shaving event to 
benefit kids with cancer. What began as an ef-
fort to raise $17,000 instead netted over 
$100,000. 

Today the St. Baldrick's Foundation funds 
more in childhood cancer research grants than 
any organization except the U.S. government. 
Since 2000, more than 189,660 volunteers -- 

including over 17,200 women -- have shaved in 
solidarity with children with cancer at events in 
dozens of countries and every U.S. state. 
Thanks to generous friends and family, these 
“shaves” have raised over $117 million for life-
saving research and stand as walking billboards 
for the cause. 

For his part, Justin started shaving his head in 
2003 while a junior at Holy Cross School and 
has continued every year since.  Due to the 
dress code at Holy Cross, Justin did have to get 
special permission to shave his head for the first 
two years. 

Brother Pamplin’s head shaving honors his 
late grandmother, who passed away from lung 
cancer, and a fellow a student at Holy Cross 
who lost his fight with leukemia in December 
2008 at the age of 13. 

In 2005, Brother Pamplin met an amazing 
young 15-year-old who was recovering from a 
rare, aggressive tumor on her brain stem.  
Luckily, her cancer experience is behind her and 
she has attended the St Baldrick’s event every 
year to help raise money and convince people to 
shave their head. 

Pamplin’s own story is rather remarkable as 
he has overcome a terrible automobile accident 
that deprived him of speech for a time, but it 

has not dimmed his desire to reach out and help 
others in the true spirit of Christian Charity. 

The St. Baldrick’s fundraiser helps raise 
money to find a cure for a childhood cancer, a 
disease that is the number one killer of children 
in the United States and Canada.  Across the 
world, 160,000 children are diagnosed with 
cancer every year.  So finding a cure for child-
hood cancer is important.  For more informa-
tion about St. Baldrick’s, go to their web-site at 
www.stbaldricks.org.    

FOCUS ON A HIBERNIAN - GOING BALD FOR ST. BALDRICK’S DAY 
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AOH Brother Justin Pamplin has his head shaved for 
St. Baldrick’s Day. The St. Baldrick's Foundation is a 
volunteer-driven charity committed to funding the 
most promising research to find cures for childhood 
cancers and give survivors long and healthy lives.  
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- Jeremy Hughes, State Secretary 
Plenty of food, beverage and horse racing were 

abundant at the first Irish Night at the Fairgrounds 
on March 15.  Despite the occasional hiccup that 
accompanies all inaugural events, the night was a 
success and a great opportunity for the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians to shine.  With an already 
hectic weekend underway; the AOH made a strong 
showing.  In addition, several of our AOH Broth-
ers from the Northeast joined us for an excellent 

evening. 
The Fairgrounds welcomed the AOH to a pri-

vate sitting area equipped with televisions, a pri-
vate bar and buffet.  Grandstand seating was also 
available for those who wished to venture out to 
the track and to the Friday Night party area. 

The evening’s highlight was the AOH sponsor-
ship of the Trophy for the 6th race winner.  Gath-
ered as a group in the winners circle, the AOH 
stood with the winning jockey and manager for a 

publicity shoot beamed locally at the Fairgrounds 
but simulcast to all the Churchill Downs Tracks 
and OTB’s. As a result, the AOH had excellent 
national coverage, not only for the local Divisions 
but also for the Order as a whole. 

The Fairgrounds staff was delighted we were 
able to host our event there and are ready to wel-
come back the AOH when the time comes.  A big 
thank you to all members that came out and sup-
ported this event. 

HIBERNIANS CELEBRATE IRISH NIGHT AT THE FAIRGROUNDS 

NEW ORLEANS RUGBY QUIETLY THRIVING 

 - by Ian McNulty 
Last year, the New Orleans Rugby Football 

Club (NORFC) earned its first-ever trip to the 
national final four and came home as the USA 
Rugby Division II National Champions. This year, 
New Orleans is back in that number. Its Division 
III team swept undefeated through its season and 
the successive playoff brackets.  Now, it is striving 
to bring New Orleans its second-consecutive 
rugby national championship. 

The New Orleans team travels this weekend to 
Glendale, Colorado—the home of American 
rugby—to compete in the USA Rugby Final Four.  

“We’ve told the team all season long that they 
belong at this level, that they have the potential to 
be national champions, and these men are eager to 
prove it to everyone,” said NORFC President and 
AOH member Mike Kerrigan. “I’m extremely 
proud of the way this team has represented our 

community at the highest level of our sport.” 
Rugby is now quietly thriving in New Orleans, 

a city that has become the rugby hub of the South. 

Rugby will return to the Olympics in 2016, but 
already there is a grassroots groundswell of inter-
est in the sport around New Orleans. The metro 
area now has ten high school rugby programs, 
which are coached by NORFC players, alum and 
supporters. While parochial schools have long 
been the youth rugby base, the sport has more 
recently expanded to public schools, especially 
new charter schools that find rugby an affordable 
way to offer young men a contact sport.   

There are nearly 200 men’s clubs playing DIII 
rugby across the nation and now New Orleans is 
in the Top Four.  The team faces the Tucson Mag-
pies of Arizona on June 2, and a win would send 
the NORFC to the championship the following 
day. Other teams playing in the DIII Final Four 
represent Philadelphia and Los Angeles.  

For more about rugby in New Orleans, see 
www.nolarugby.com. 

Peter Bell and Andrew Barlow stand on either side of AOH 
Member and NORFC President Mike Kerrigan at the USA 
Rugby II National Playoffs.  The NORFC travels to Glen-
dale, Colorado to compete in the USA Rugby Final Four. 
(Photo courtesy of Ian McNulty.) 

ULSTER PROJECT HOLDS A SPECTACULAR AUCTION AND GALA 

On June 2, amidst Shane’s Cars of Yesteryear, the 
Ulster Project of New Orleans held its First Ever 
Gala to help raise funds for hosting young men and 
women from Northern Ireland here in the United 
States.   

Various restaurants and pubs from the New 
Orleans Area provided a sumptuous buffet for the 
patrons while Finn McCool’s Irish Pub provided its 
specialty Iced Irish Coffee.  In addition, gala pa-
trons had the opportunity to bid on various do-
nated items in several silent auctions and the eve-
ning capped off with an open auction conducted by 
guest auctioneer John “Spud” McConnell of WWL 
870 AM Radio. 

One of the best treats of the night was the Cars 
of Yesteryear Museum that hosted the gala.  More 
than one hundred vintage automobiles, a large 
collection of bicycles, and various memorabilia that 
harkened visitors back bygone times both in New 
Orleans and throughout America provided a sen-
sory overload for patrons. 

Founded by real estate developer and car enthu-
siast Henry Shane, Cars of Yesteryear is one of the 
best kept secrets in town and serves as a working 
garage as well as a museum. 

According to its 
Mission Statement, the 
Ulster Project strives to 
work for real peace in 
Northern Ireland, to 
create a deeper under-
standing of the issues 
which have inhibited 
the peace there, and to 
recognize similar situa-
tions in America. 

To further this goal, 
the Ulster Project seeks 
out families with teen-
aged children to host 
teenagers from North-
ern Ireland.  Committeeperson Henry Hom, a 
native of the Irish Channel, remarked that the 
friendships and relationships created by the Ulster 
Project have lasted forever among both the teenag-
ers and the participating adults. 

AOH Brother Richard Gallagher, also on the 
committee, said that he first became involved less 
than a year ago, but that he has been “all in” since 
that time.  Sponsors such as Delta World Tire, 

Gootee Construction, WhyWeight.com, and Mark 
and Jane Landry joined with the food donors to 
help make the evening a very special event. 

For more info, please contact Kathy Gootee, 
2400 N. Arnoult Road, Metairie 70001 or 
www.ulsterproject.org. 

Left. AOH Brother Richard Gallagher (left) stands with Miss Elizabeth Lynch, and Mr Henry 
Hom of the Ulster Project. Right. The young women and men of the Ulster Project, who served 
food and drinks for the patrons at the Ulster Project Gala on June 2.  
(Photos courtesy of John Fitzmorris) 



BIG WHEEL  

NOVELTIES, INC. 

2712 Florida Avenue 

Kenner, LA 70062 

504-464-0523 

or  

800-375-6853 

 

www.bigwheelnovelties.com 

 

Irish gifts, novelties, beads,  

& party supplies. 

We custom imprint over 500 items.   

Open year round. 

Adrian A. D’Arcy 
Shields Mott Lund LLP 

IN-NOLA President 
 

 
Adrian is a partner with the law firm of Shields Mott Lund LLP. Adrian’s primary area of practice is commercial liti-
gation, specializing in construction litigation.  Adrian is the Chairman of the New Orleans Bar Association’s Construc-
tion Committee. Adrian is also involved in the growing practice associated with Green Building and has obtained the 
LEED “Green Associate” designation.  Adrian graduated cum laude from Loyola Law School (New Orleans) in 2004. 
Adrian was born in Dublin City in Ireland but had the benefit of being raised in beautiful County Kerry.  He attended 
University College Dublin and obtained his B.A.(Hons)in Economics from UCD in 1990.  After graduating, Adrian 
moved to New York where he spent eight years in restaurant management with the Smith & Wollensky Restaurant 
Group.  In 1998 Adrian opened the New Orleans’ Smith & Wollensky restaurant and enrolled in law school two 
years later. Adrian attended law school at night while working in Smith & Wollensky.           
Adrian is a founding member of Irish Network New Orleans and is both an officer and board member of Irish Net-
work USA, currently serving as IN USA’s National Events Director.  He has been a member of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians since 1998 and has been an active member of the Irish Channel St. Patrick's Day Club in New Orleans 
since 1999. Adrian is also committed to promoting youth soccer in New Orleans and currently is the commissioner of 
the Carrollton Booster spring soccer program and a Carrollton Booster board member. 
 
Adrian had the fortune to meet a good Dublin girl, Karen, while in UCD.  After graduating UCD in 1992, Karen 

moved to New York and they married in 1997.  Karen is also a member of Irish Network New Orleans and is president of UCD’s Alumni group in Louisi-
ana. Adrian and Karen have two wonderful children; Grainne and Conor who now have burgeoning southern accents. 

Adrian is committed to IN-New Orleans harnessing the goodwill and energy of the diverse Irish Community in the city to promote Irish cultural aware-
ness in the city and to promote New Orleans to the sister Irish Networks, the North American Irish Community, and the country of Ireland. 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE 

 

1/4 Page Ad - $100.00 

 

1/2 Page Ad - $200.00 

 

Full Page Ad - $400.00 



 
3701 Banks Street 

New Orleans, LA  70119 
(504) 486-9080 

finnmccools.com 
 

Voted the Best Neighborhood 
bar in Gambit Weekly  

 
Rated the Best Irish Pub in the 

Southern United States 
 

BooKoo BBQ 
12– 4:30 p.m., 6-10:00 p.m. 

RIBS ON SATURDAY 
 

YOUR PREMIER PLACE FOR 
SOCCER 

AND  
        WHO DATS 

 
50” Plasma Screen and 8 ft. projector screens 

 
Mondays—Trivia Night 
Tuesdays—Dart League 

Wednesday—Pool League 
Thursdays—Scrabble and Board Game Night 

 
6 Nations Rugby—$10 on game day 

Football @ Finn’s...GOAAAALLLLL!!! 
Members’ Beer Bucket Specials 

 

 



HISTORICAL MOMENT - THE HIBERNIAN WHO BECAME A KNIGHT 

On August 14, 1890, the Reverend Michael  J. 
McGivney, a priest of the Diocese of Hartford, 
Connecticut, passed away from pneumonia at the 
age of 38.  He had been a priest for only thirteen 
years; yet, his funeral attracted national atten-
tion.  The leading American prelate, Archbishop 
(later Cardinal) James Gibbons of Baltimore pre-
sided over the funeral Mass of this humble priest. 

The reason for such an outpouring rested in the 
work by Fr. McGivney.  Very much like our own 
beloved Margaret Haughery of New Orleans, this 
Irish priest had embarked on a virtual crusade to 
help the poor, the widowed, and the orphaned to 
such a degree that those who encountered this 
redoubtable man all agreed that the Divine was 
hard at work in him. 

The fruits of that grace made itself evident 
when on March 29, 1882, at St. Mary’s Church 
in New Haven, when Fr. McGivney founded the 
Knights of Columbus with a small group of pa-
rishioners.  His goal was simple: build a fraternal 
society offering low-cost life insurance to immi-
grant families facing destitution if a breadwinner 
died.  

From that moment onward, the small organi-
zation that McGivney founded in the basement of 
now has grown to more than 1.8 million mem-
bers in 15,000 councils worldwide. 

And yet, there is more to the story than one 
Irish-American priest and his vision.  The 
Knights’ main purpose, to provide Christian 
Charity to those in need and to provide that relief 
through a fraternal organization dedicated to 

strengthening Catholic unity, was hardly some-
thing that McGivney and his fellow parishioners 
dreamed up on their own. 

Not doubt, all those who read that last para-
graph will surmise that Michael J. McGivney was 
also a member of the Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians. 

Many Hibernians around the country also claim 
membership in the Knights of Columbus, and a 
brief glance at the by-laws and charters and con-
stitutions of both groups reveals that Fr. McGiv-
ney did not have to look far for a model when he 
wanted to organize his fraternity. 

Through the Knights of Columbus, Father 
McGivney gave Catholic laymen a new opportu-
nity – the chance to grow in holiness while con-

tributing to their parishes, communities and secu-
rity of their families. Today, more and more 
Church leaders are recognizing his spiritual gen-
ius in animating the laity. 

The Knights donated $1 million to Special 
Olympics to send athletes from the United 
States, Canada and Mexico to the 2003 interna-
tional Summer Games in Ireland. They pro-
vided 2,000 wheelchairs to land mine victims and 
people with disabilities in Afghanistan.  The na-
ture of most service by Knights is determined 
locally.  Knights in Illinois, for example, have 
devised a sophisticated system for providing in-
terest-free financing for group homes for people 
with developmental disabilities; councils in the 
Philippines regularly conduct free medical and 
dental clinics for the poor. 

True to its original mission, the Knights today 
has more than $50 billion of life insurance in 
force.  They continue the tradition of support for 
bishops and parish priests exemplified by Father 
McGivney.  Each year tens of thousands of 
Catholics attend the Marian Hour of Prayer pro-
grams, rosary prayer services, and pro-life Masses 
the Knights sponsor. 

Christian Charity, Catholic unity, and fraternal 
brotherhood … tenets that should never be lim-
ited to a particular ethnic group.  We salute the 
Knights of Columbus in their mission and derive 
great happiness in the knowledge that their mis-
sion and that of the AOH’s share the great heri-
tage of Michael J. McGivney. 

 

P.O. BOX 19569 
NOLA  70179-0569 

Phone: 504-952-9925 
E-mail: louisianaaoh@aohla.com 

http://aohla.com 

THE ANCIENT ORDER OF 

H IBERNIANS IN LOUISIANA 

STATE OFFICERS 

 

Joseph Casler - PRESIDENT 

Kenneth farrell - VICE-PRESIDENT 

Matthew ahearn - FIN. SECRETARY 

b.j. Eckholdt - TREASURER 

JEREMY HUGHES  - rec. secretary 

 

The AOH has “gone green!” 
The AOH now e-mails The Crescent Harp to all who have e-mails.   

If you still want a paper copy for future issues, please let us know at  
louisianaaoh@aohla.com or call 504-952-9925. 


