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BRENNAN AND MCKAY NAMED 
IRISHMEN OF THE YEAR FOR 2012 

The Louisiana State Board of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians is proud to announce Hibernians James 
Joseph Brennan and Kevin Michael Patrick McKay 
as Irishmen of the Year for 2012. 

Both Brothers Brennan and Mr. McKay are co-
founders of the Acadian Division of the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians, the first AOH Division out-
side the Metro New Orleans Area. 

Brennan, 66, is a native of New Orleans who 
attended Sacred Heart Grammar School and 
graduated from St. Aloysius High School in 1964.  
He went on to the University of Southwestern 
Louisiana (now Louisiana-Lafayette) where he 
played football and graduated with a B.S. in Mar-
keting in 1968. 

Upon Graduating from College, Jimmy became 
a high school coach and teacher in New Iberia.  He 
then later entered the pharmaceutical sales field in 
Monroe, Louisiana and was elevated to Regional 
Sales Manager for the Southwest Region, centered  
in Dallas, Texas. 

He returned to Lafayette in 1979 to enter the 
Oil and Gas Industry, where he has remained 
specializing in sales for Marine Offshore Equip-
ment and both fixed and portable API cranes. 

He has served in a variety of capacities as the 
Past President of the Acadiana Division of the 
AOH, Past Advisor for the International Work 
Boat Show, Board Member for Gulf Coast Oil 
Men’s Golf and Tennis Tournament, Advisor on 
the Houston (HOTT) Oilmen Tennis Tourna-
ment, a volunteer coach for the Catholic High 7th 
and 8th Grade Football Team in Lafayette, a volun-
teer coach for the St. Thomas More Freshman 
Football Team, and as a Board Member of the 
Bright Light Foundation that provides assistance to 
families afflicted by injuries in the oil field. 

Brother Brennan is the father of Courtney Lan-
clos, J. Pat Brennan (and father-in-law to Katy), 
and Anne Riley Brennan.  He is also the grandfa-
ther of Emily, Claire, and Brennan Lanclos and 
Briggs J. Brennan. 

 
McKay, 60, is a native of New Orleans and has 

lived in Lafayette since 1971. He graduated from 
St. Dominic Parochial School, John F. Kennedy 
High School in 1970, and the University of South-
western Louisiana (now Louisiana-Lafayette) in 
1974, where he earned B.S. in Business Admini-

(Continued on page 2) 



At several points throughout the 
course of life certain incidents or 
events provide insight into some-
thing much larger than the events 
themselves.  There are many terms 
we use to denote such events, but 
mine has always been the “teachable 
moment.”  An opportunity to im-
part a bit of wisdom to one or more 
people based on an immediate ex-
perience. 

The AOH’s “teachable moment” 
this year occurred outside the St. 
Louis Cathedral on a rather mild and 
cloudy afternoon on Wednesday, 
February 22, when we attended Ash 
Wednesday Mass.  It was a moving 
and spirit-filled liturgy presided over 
by Archbishop Gregory Aymond, 
who spoke of God’s gentle forgive-
ness.  Had there been just the Mass 
that day, I could easily have said that 
our day would have been fulfilled, 
and that the AOH acquitted itself 
honorably and in the highest tradi-
tion of our Catholic forebears. 

However, the rubber really hit 
the road when we proceeded out 
before the Archbishop and clergy, 
stood as one on Chartres Street, and 
formed a human shield against the 
vile and hate-filled signs and shouts 
of the Westboro Baptist Church. 

Mind you, to have to use the 
official title of this fear-filled and 

hate-mongering group is an affront 
to the millions of decent, faith-filled 
and tolerant Baptists of this country.  
In the words of one pundit, West-
boro has about as much in common 
with a church as does it does with a 
gas station toilet, but such is the 
label those people have affixed to 
themselves. 

Having had enough of warning 
people on Bourbon Street about the 
dangers of hell from celebrating 
Mardi Gras, the individuals at West-
boro have been going to the Cathe-
dral and loudly harassing the Mass 
congregants each Ash Wednesday 
with condemnations of Catholicism.  
Their banners and shouts against 
people peacefully assembling to 
exercise their freedom of worship 
have been causing trouble for some 
years, and the AOH determined—if 
not to put an end to it—to at least 
overwhelm the hatred and bigotry 
with prayer, music, and simple but 
determined faith in numbers. 

Simply put: we won, they lost.  
Totally unprepared for a Hibernian 
shield wall, spontaneously joined by 
many congregants from Mass, the 
individuals from Westboro gave up 
their message of hate and intoler-
ance and skulked away to the cheers 
of the crowd. 

A good story indeed, but one 

that was not quite finished with 
congratulatory handshakes and ex-
pressions of gratitude.  Several 
young people who had attended 
Mass came to many of us with a host 
of questions about the Hibernians. 

And there arose the “teachable 
moment.” 

We explained to them what the 
AOH was and the reason for its 
establishment.  That what we did on 
Ash Wednesday was in many ways 
similar to what our ancestors had 
done at St. James Church in New 
York 176 years ago when we had 
had enough of nativist crowds abus-
ing our priests and torching our 
churches.  That what we did was 
place our bodies between hatred and 
bigotry and our priests and fellow 
Catholics and said: “No more.  You 
cannot win.  You cannot win be-
cause our chief weapons are faith 
and love.  Because you and your 
kind have been trying for centuries, 
even millennia, to assault the faith.  
In all that time, you have never 
won, and you never will.” 

One can never be sure, but it is 
highly likely that several young peo-
ple went home on Ash Wednesday 
determined to become Hibernians 
one day. 

One day, our faith will be the 
foundation of their shield wall. 
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FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: 

A MOMENT IN TIME 

“No matter what the 
future may hold for the 
Irish nation, the seven 
years -1916 to 1923 - 

must ever remain a pe-
riod of absorbing inter-
est. Not for over two 

hundred years has there 
been such a period of 
intense and sustained 

effort to regain the na-
tional sovereignty and 

independence. Over the 
greater part of the period 
it was the effort of, one 

might say, the entire 
nation. An overwhelm-
ing majority of the peo-
ple of this island com-

bined voluntarily during 
those years in pursuit of 

a common purpose.” 
- Eamon de Valera 

stration and Management.  He then entered the Oil 
and Gas Industry, working in drilling and production 
in the Gulf of Mexico and then as a sales representative 
and later District Manager for Heldenbrand Inspection 
Services of New Iberia.  He then went on to work for 
Brown Tool and Supply where he became Louisiana 
Sales Supervisor.  He continued his career with 
Weathorford LOR as sales rep and interim inspection 
manager LOR inspection manager in New Iberia.  He 
then became Account Representative for International 
Oilfield Services where he was promoted to General 
Manager and now serves as President and CEO for 
Inspection Oilfield Services and is a board member of 
IOS Holdings.  He is currently a member of API, 
IADC, and API Coil Tubing Resource Committee.  

 
McKay has served on the Board for Our Lady of 

Fatima School, the Board for the Twilight Charitable 
Scramble benefitting the Boys and Girls Clubs of La-

fayette, the Lafayette Little League, and the Fireman’s 
Charitable and Benevolent Association of New Or-
leans.  He has served as Past President of the Acadian 
Division of the AOH and is currently Vice-President 
of the Division. 

A parishioner at St. Mary’s Church in Lafayette, 
McKay is married to the former Laura Bernard and is 
the father of Kevin Jr., Meghan, and Brady, and the 
father-in-law of Sarah Hundley McKay.  He is also 
stepfather to Randi and Louis Bernard and is the 
grandfather of one.  

The AOH will honor both Mr. Brennan and Mr. 
McKay during Mass at St. Patrick Church in New 
Orleans on Saturday, March 17, 2012.  Afterward, 
both men will lead the AOH in the Irish Channel St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade through Uptown New Orleans.  
Finally, both men will be honored at the annual AOH 
St. Patrick’s Day Banquet held at the Sheraton Hotel 
in Downtown New Orleans. 

McKAY AND BRENNAN 
(Continued from page 1) 
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Greetings Brother Hibernians, 
 
The month of March is upon us and with 
that come all of the St. Patrick's celebra-
tions that allow us the opportunity to 
showcase our Irish pride. We have already 
had a busy few weeks since Mardi Gras, 
starting with our participation in the Ash 
Wednesday Mass at St. Louis Cathedral 
wherein we harkened back to the original 
roots of this brotherhood to defend the 
Catholic clergy and parishioners from radi-
cal protesters. That was certainly a very 
proud moment for our organization. 
We've also been treated to a "March Eve-
ning in Ireland" Fundraiser by our brothers 
in the West Florida Division and most 
recently held a thoughtful and moving 
wreath laying ceremony at the Celtic 
Cross Monument at the West End neutral 
ground in New Orleans. 
 
The week leading up to St. Patrick's Day 
promises to give us even more opportuni-
ties to promote and celebrate Irish culture. 
The American Conference for Irish Studies 
(ACIS) comes to New Orleans from 
March 14th-17th and will bring with it 
several hundred Irish history scholars and 
enthusiasts marking one of the most sig-
nificant Irish cultural events to ever take 
place in New Orleans. The Irish Minister 

for Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht Affairs, 
Jimmy Deenihan and Irish Consul General 
Paul Gleeson will be in town to officially 
welcome attendees at the opening recep-
tion on March 14th. Also on March 14th, 
Father Neal McDermott is holding an Irish 
Cabaret event at St. Dominic's as a fund-
raiser for needy Catholic School students. 
 
On March 15th, a very special annual 
event is taking place at Annunciation 
Square where the Irish Channel St. Pat-
rick's Day Club hosts its block party where 
all proceeds are donated to St. Michael's 
Special School. And on the following 
night, March 16th, we are holding an Irish 
Night at the Fair Grounds where we will 
partake of a buffet of Irish fare and take 
our chances betting on the ponies. Of 
course, the culmination of the week will 
be our St. Patrick's Day activities on 
March 17th. 
 
Starting at 11:30 AM, the AOH will hold 
its annual mass at St. Patrick's Church hon-
oring this year's Hibernians of the Year, 
Jimmy Brennan and Kevin McKay. The 
Mass will be concelebrated by Archbishop 
Aymond and retired Archbishop Hughes. 
Following the Mass, the men of the AOH 
will march in the Irish Channel St. Pat-
rick's Parade and will be honored by the 

company of our Honorary Irish Rose, Miss 
Emily Mueller and her mother.  That eve-
ning, we will hold our 136th Annual St. 
Patrick's Day Banquet at the Sheraton Ho-
tel in downtown New Orleans. Many local 
dignitaries are expected to be in atten-
dance, including Archbishop Aymond. The 
USMC Brass Quintet will begin the eve-
ning's festivities and will be followed by 
the Muggivan Irish Dancers. The headline 
act of the night is the O'Neill Sisters trio 
from County Kerry, Ireland. This prom-
ises to be a rollicking and fun-filled day! 
 
I hope that you will all have an opportunity 
to take part in the festivities. This is cer-
tainly our time to shine, so let’s get out 
there and celebrate!  Éirinn go brách! 
 
All the Best, 
Joe Casler 

STATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

The Irish Diaspora to all corners of the 
globe over many centuries continues to 
engage scholars in diverse fields from 
history to literature to art and anthro-
pology.  This conference examines the 
varied experiences of the Irish and how 
they manifested themselves.  More 
attention has been paid in recent years 
to the stories the Irish tell to them-
selves and “others” and how outsiders 
have viewed the Irish.  Attending schol-
ars will consider how these expression 
vary over time and place. 

This year’s international meeting with 
be the largest in the history of the ACIS 
with over 500 different speakers, in-
cluding Cormac O’Grada and Christine 
Kinealy, leading historians of the Irish 
Famine; Stephen Watt, renowned for 
his work in Irish Theatre and Drama; 
and Dan Barry, New York Times colum-
nist and Pulitzer Prize winner. 
 

For further information, visit the  
conference website at  

http://acisnola2012.org/ 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE FOR IRISH STUDIES 
“ERIN AT HOME, ERIN ABROAD: 

CAPTURING THE IRISH EXPERIENCE” 
Hotel Monteleone - New Orleans  

March 14 -17, 2012 

The Church of the Immaculate Conception in New Orleans, 
site of numerous activities for the 2012 ACIS Conference. 
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The Westboro Baptist Church may have 
come to New Orleans ready to protest 
Catholics and the Roman Catholic Church, 
but they were far from ready for the An-
cient Order of Hibernians.  On February 
22, 2012, the AOH joined with Archbishop 
Gregory Aymond, the Roman Catholic 
clergy, and thousands of the Roman Catho-

lic faithful to celebrate Ash Wednesday 
Mass in the St. Louis Cathedral.  As part of 
the procession, the AOH provided an 
honor guard to the Archbishop and the 
clergy and the congregants before, during, 
and after the Mass. 

In what will now become an annual event 
for the AOH, the Mass provided the op-
portunity for the Hibernians to fulfill their 
ancient mission of protecting the Catholic 
Church against hatred and bigotry and even 
violence.  More than forty AOH served as a 

guard against the vile and hate-filled shouts 
of individuals representing the Westboro 
Baptist Church of Topeka, Kansas.   

An Independent Baptist church known 
for its extreme stance against homosexual-
ity and its protest activities, Westboro 
regularly pickets funerals of American ser-
vicemen and desecrates the American flag.  
The church is widely described as a hate 
group and is monitored as such by the Anti-
Defamation League and Southern Poverty 
Law Center. Headed by Fred Phelps and 
consisting primarily of members of his large 
family, Westboro sets up shop on Bourbon 
Street during each Mardi Gras season re-
plete with banners and bullhorns condemn-
ing Carnival revelers to hell for their be-
havior.  Once Mardi Gras is over, these 
individuals have then proceeded to the St. 
Louis Cathedral to spread lies about and 
hatred of the Roman Catholic Church.  
Alerted to this issue by several concerned 
individuals, the State Board of the AOH 
called for volunteers to serve as a human 
shield wall against Westboro. 

Adopting tactics by counter-protesters, 
the Hibernians proceeded out of Mass with 
banners held high to obscure the protest 
banner, and many Hibernians turned their 
backs on the protesters.  In addition, the 
AOH piper played spiritual, patriotic, and 
Irish tunes whenever the individuals from 
Westboro began shouting hatred.  A few 
Hibernians stood facing the protesters in 
order to insure that their protests would 
remain peaceful.  Many members of the 
congregation from St. Louis spontaneously 
joined in the shield wall that formed an 
ever-increasing crescent allowing the 
Archbishop and clergy to greet the congre-
gants in peace.  

Although one individual did try to break 
through the human shield in frustration, the 
Westboro protesters eventually gave up 
their futile efforts and left Jackson Square 
to the cheers of the whole crowd.  In con-
clusion of the day’s events, the AOH joined 
together in a prayer to Our Blessed Mother 
and then dispersed to engage in their own 
Lenten reflections. 

Deacon Richard Brady, stationed at St. 

Louis Cathedral, remarked that Archbishop 
Aymond and the clergy were pleased and 
relieved that they could greet congregants 
outside in relative peace and without har-
assment.  They are looking forward to fu-
ture AOH participation. 

For its part, the Ancient Order was 
proud to serve the Church in such an im-
portant manner, and we look forward to 
February 13, 2013—the next Ash Wednes-
day—when more Hibernians are sure to 
show up and show the power of faith and 
love against hatred and bigotry. 

HIBERNIANS STAND TALL AGAINST HATRED AND BIGOTRY 

The Ancient Order assembles in Pere Antoine Alley beside 
the St. Louis Cathedral in preparation for their procession 
into Mass for Ash Wednesday. The Hibernians march into St. Louis Cathedral. 

AOH Piper Terry Cooney plays tunes to drown out the 
hate of the anti-Catholic protesters.  Beside him, the Hiber-
nians form a human shield wall, joined by many Mass con-
gregants  to protect the Archbishop and the clergy and the 
Mass participants.  Our banners preach love and admira-
tion.  Their banners preach hatred and intolerance. 

Hibernians Brian Hughes (armband) and Martin Sirera stand 
passively but firmly  as an anti-Catholic bigot shouts hate-
filled slogans and misquotes the Scriptures.  The protesters 
were practicing their constitutional right to free speech.  
The AOH practiced its constitutional right to free assembly 
against such speech. 



IN MEMORIAM 

MRS. BETTY BROWNE 
Wife of Brother John Browne 

MRS. KATHLEEN COLLINS 
Mother of H.E. Ambassador Michael Collins 

MRS. PATRICIA TRIAY ETIENNE 
Sister-in-Law of Brother David Schroeder 

—————————————— 

PRAYERS 

Patsy Mitchell Crellin 
Sister of Brother Jack Mitchell 

Michael McNally 
Cousin of Brother Todd Lannan 

And 
 

ALL OF OUR MILITARY MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OVERSEAS 
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DO YOU HAVE ANY 
LOVED ONES IN 

NEED OF PRAYERS? 
THE AOH WANTS 
TO PRAY WITH 

YOU FOR THEM. 
BE SURE TO NOTIFY 
US VIA PHONE OR  

E-MAIL. 

PRAYERS AND INTENTIONS 



The Ancient Order of Hibernians has 
named Miss Emily Mueller its “Honorary 
Irish Rose” for the Irish Channel St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade on March 17. 

Miss Mueller, whose grandfather hails 
from County Derry, Ireland and has vis-
ited Ireland herself, is a wonderful child 
who has autism.  Recently, Emily’s story 
made local news when her mother posted 
on her blog the story of how several drunk 
college students blocked Emily’s ability to 
view the Krewe of Muses parade and la-

beled with several disparaging and incon-
siderate names. 

The Krewe of Muses, joined by the 610-
Stompers, the Pussyfooters, and the Flying 
Elvii joined together on Friday after Mardi 
Gras to give Emily a special “Emily Gras” 
at the Muses’ Den in which she got to sit 
in the signature Muses Shoe Float and en-
joy a day of music and fun. 

The State Board of the Hibernians very 
quickly extended an invitation to Emily 
and her mother Amy, who will ride in a 
special convertible with the Hibernians 
and throw beads and flowers to the parade 
goers. 

In a post on NOLAFemmes.com, Miss 
Mueller’s mother offered this touching 
anecdote that accurately reflects Emily’s 
brilliant inner light: 

 
“When I asked Miss Emily if 

this was something she would 
be interested in doing or if she 
thought she would be over-
whelmed, she didn’t pause. 
 ‘Of course, Mama. 
Grandpa used to call me an 
Irish Rose. He’s smiling.’ 
 “My father passed away a 
few years ago, but I know she’s 
right: He is smiling.” 

 
Your Grandpa is not the only one who 

will be smiling on St. Patrick’s Day, 
Emily.  We shall all be smiling with you 
and because of you. 

In the spirit of Christian Charity, the 
Hibernians will join together to help re-
store this special young woman's faith in 
the goodness of the people of New Or-
leans and the State of Louisiana. 
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On Sunday, February 5, the Ladies An-
cient Order of Hibernians, Margaret 
Haughery Division of New Orleans, 
celebrated the Feast of St. Brigid of Kil-
dare with Mass at Our Lady of the Ro-
sary Church. 

Joined by several members of th An-
cient Order of Hibernians, the Ladies 
AOH proceeded from the church to St. 
Louis Cemetery Number 3 on Esplanade 
Avenue to honor the gravesite of Blessed 
Margaret Haughery of New Orleans. 

Buried with the Daughters of Charity 
in the Daughters’ crypt, Margaret’s re-
mains are now mixed in with and uni-
dentifiable from the other remains in the 
crypt, but a solitary stone near the rear 
of cemetery memorializes all the nuns 
and holy women of New Orleans who 

gave of themselves in the effort to bring 
Christian Charity to all of God’s poor. 

After a brief ceremony at the grave 
stone, the Ladies AOH then enjoyed 

lunch at The Irish House on St. Charles 
Avenue where the history of Margaret 
was told over food and fellowship. 

LADIES AOH GATHERS TO HONOR ST. BRIGID AND BLESSED MARGARET HAUGHERY 

MISS EMILY MUELLER NAMED “HONORARY IRSH ROSE” FOR ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

Members of the Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians stand around the memorial cenotaph commemo-
rating the Margaret Haughery and the Daughters of Charity buried in St. Louis Cemetery Number 3. 

HOW TO SPEAK A LITTLE IRISH 
 

PHRASE: Ni lia duine na tuairim  
PRONOUNCED: nee lee-ah dinnah nah toor-im 
MEANING: “Everyone has their own opinion.” 
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136th ANNUAL ST. PATRICK’S DAY BANQUET 

SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2012 
6:00PM – 11:00PM 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 
Entertainment from 

THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS BAND 
MUGGIVAN SCHOOL OF IRISH DANCING 

O’NEILL SISTERS TRIO FROM  
COUNTY KERRY, IRELAND 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 March 14-17 - ACIS Conference 
New Orleans 

 March 14 - Taylor’s Traditional 
Irish Cabaret - St. Dominic - 7:15 
p.m. 

 March 16 - Irish Night at the Fair-
grounds - 5:00 p.m. 

 March 17 - Mass - St. Patrick 
Church - 11:30 a.m. 

 March 17 - Irish Channel St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade - 1:30 p.m. - 
Irish Channel 

 March 17 - 136th Annual AOH St. 
Patrick’s Day Banquet - Sheraton 
Hotel Downtown - Cocktails 
start at 6:00 p.m. 

 March 18 - Slidell St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade - Old Town Slidell, 
1:30 p.m. 

 March 24 - AOH Acadian Divi-
sion Crawfish Boil - Lafayette - 
6:00 p.m. 

 May 19 - Archbishop Hannan 
and Cardinal Gibbons Divisions 
Meeting - 7:30 p.m. - Location 
TBA 

MARCH 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
St. David  

2 
St. Rory  
Gallagher 

3 
St. Katherine 
Drexel 

4 
SECOND 
SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

5 
St. Colman of 
Armaugh 

6 
 

7 8 
 

9 
St. Gregory of 
Nyssa 

10 
St. Rory  
Gallagher 

11 
THIRD  
SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
Taylor’s Irish 
Cabaret 7:15 p.m. - 
St. Dominic 

15 
ICSPDC -     
Annunciation Square 
Block Party 

16 
Irish Night at the 
Fairgrounds 5 p.m. 

17 
ST.  
PATRICK 

18 LAETARE 
                 SUNDAY 
AOH Fr. Gallagher 
Slidell Irish Parade 
1:30 p.m. 

19 
ST.       
JOSEPH 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Acadian Division 
Crawfish Boil 
Lafayette 

25 
FIFTH SUNDAY 
OF LENT 

26 
St. Margaret 
Clitherow 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 

ACIS—NEW ORLEANS 

APRIL 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
PALM 

 SUNDAY 

2 3 4 5 
HOLY 
THURSDAY 

6 
GOOD 
FRIDAY 

7 
HOLY 
SATURDAY 

8 
EASTER 
SUNDAY 

9 10 11 12 
 

13 
Pope  
St. Martin I 

14 

15 
FIRST SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 

16 
St. Bernadette 
Soubirous (of 
Lourdes) 

17 18 19 20 21 
St. Anselm 

22 
SECOND SUNDAY 

OF EASTER 

23 24 
 

25 
St. Mark the 
Evangelist 

26 
 

27 
 

28 

29 
THIRD SUNDAY 

OF EASTER 

30      



- Contributed by Brother Martin Kearney, Republic of 
West Florida President 
 
The Republic of West Florida Division of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians held a most successful benefit on March 2 for a local 
cancer hospice.  The event was dedicated to family members of the 
division’s membership who had passed away recently as a result of 
cancer. Entitled “A March Evening in Ireland,” the event fully lived 
up to its billing. 

Guests were treated to a dinner brimming with seafood, and—for 
those so inclined—accompanied with tuns of ‘Irish Wine,’ better 

known as ‘the crather.’ While indulging in such Irish fare, donors 
were entertained with the dulcet tones of Irish Chorale music per-
formed by the St. Joseph’s Catholic Church Choir, who proudly 
wore the handsome new robes supplied for them by our division. 
After the Chorale, the dancers (and outstanding singers!) of the 
McTaggert Irish Dancers delighted the audience with performances 
of reels, step dances, and slip jigs that brought the intimacy and 
excitement of an Irish hearthside ceili into the midst of the cele-
brants.  

Hard on the dancers’ heels came the major entertainment feature 
of the evening, Dublin’s own Stephen’s Green. An amazing duo that 
presented a most impressive display of musicianship, the lads of 
Stephen’s Green got ‘jiggy’ with the dance tunes; and their singing 
raised the rafters.  In short, it was an evening not to be missed, and 
the Republic of West Florida Division hopes to make it into an an-
nual affair. 

Generous contributors to the benefit came from near and far—
from New Orleans to Lafayette—and the men of Tangipahoa were 
pleased and gratified to see so many of our Louisiana AOH brothers 
in that number. Ticket sales were most satisfactory, and a healthy 
check consisting of the proceeds will be presented to the Richard 
Murphy Hospice Fund as a result. 

The Republic of West Florida Division extends its gratitude to all 
AOH brothers across the state who donated time and/or money to 
this worthy cause. Next up for the AOH in Tangipahoa will be the 

Annual Silent/Live Auction, its major fundraiser for the year, and 
will be held this coming June. We hope that you will be able to 
attend.  

Slan agut! 
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AOH IRISHMEN OF THE YEAR 

Since 1989 
 

James J. Brennan (2012) 
Paul Buckley (1992) 

Richard F. Burke Jr. (1996) 
Joseph J. Cronin Sr. (2010) 

Rev. Desmond G. Crotty (2004) †  
Patrick S. Dorion (2000) 

John D. Fitzmorris Jr. (2003) 
Norris V. Fitzmorris (1994) †  

Peter A. Hand (1999)†  
John C. Kilburn (2006) 

Hon. James E. Kuhn (2011) 
Dermott McGlinchey (1993) †  

Gary P. McCarthy (2009)   
R. Milo McCarthy (2009) 

James F. McKay Jr. (1998) †  
Joseph T. McKay Sr. (1990) †  

Kevin M. P. McKay (2012) 
R. James Moriarty (2008) 
W. Patrick Power (2005) 

James D. Rafferty (2005)†  
Rev. Msgr. John P. Reynolds (1989)†  
Archbishop Francis B. Schulte (1997) 

Patrick J. Sens (2001) 
Hon. John A. Shea (2002) 
Axel R. Stromboe (1995) 
Mary Ann Swaim (1991) 

Hon. Dennis Waldron (2007) 
 

† - deceased 

REPUBLIC OF WEST FLORIDA AOH 
COMES TOGETHER TO BENEFIT  

LOCAL CANCER HOSPICE 



BIG WHEEL  

NOVELTIES, INC. 

2712 Florida Avenue 

Kenner, LA 70062 

504-464-0523 

or  

800-375-6853 

 

www.bigwheelnovelties.com 

 

Irish gifts, novelties, beads,  

& party supplies. 

We custom imprint over 500 items.   

Open year round. 

ADRIAN D’ARCY 
650 Poydras Street, Suite 2600 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 

Phone: 504-581-4445 
Fax: 504-581-4440 

AAD@shieldsmottlund.com  

PLACE YOUR AD HERE 

 

1/4 Page Ad - $100.00 

 

1/2 Page Ad - $200.00 

 

Full Page Ad - $400.00 



 
3701 Banks Street 

New Orleans, LA  70119 
(504) 486-9080 

finnmccools.com 
 

Voted the Best Neighborhood 
bar in Gambit Weekly  

 
Rated the Best Irish Pub in the 

Southern United States 
 

BooKoo BBQ 
12– 4:30 p.m., 6-10:00 p.m. 

RIBS ON SATURDAY 
 

YOUR PREMIER PLACE FOR 
SOCCER 

AND WHO DATS 
 

50” Plasma Screen and 8 ft. projector screens 
 

Mondays—Trivia Night 
Tuesdays—Dart League 

Wednesday—Pool League 
Thursdays—Scrabble and Board Game Night 

 
6 Nations Rugby—$10 on game day 

Football @ Finn’s...GOAAAALLLLL!!! 
Members’ Beer Bucket Specials 

 

 



We all know that March 17 is St. Patrick’s 
Day, and that St. Patrick died on this day 
in the year 460.  However,  March 17 is 
also a day in which many, many interest-
ing events occurred over the course of 
history.  It also is notable for the people 
who were born and died on this day.  So 
when we march and pray and celebrate on 
Saturday, March 17, remember it also as a 
day of history. 
 
Did you know that on March 17... 
† ...in the year A.D. 180, Roman Em-

peror Marcus Aurelius died and left his 
son Commodus as heir? 

† ...in 1775, the British Army under 
General Sir Thomas Gage (whose 
ranks included many Irish soldiers) 
evacuated Boston, Massachusetts, giv-
ing George Washington and the Conti-
nental Army (also among whose ranks 
included many Irish soldiers) its first 
major victory of the American Revolu-
tionary War? 

† ...the Parliament of the Kingdom of 
Savoy officially declared the kingdom 
of Italy in 1861? 

† ...in 1959, Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th 
Dalai Lama, fled Tibet for India? 

† ...in 1960, President Eisenhower (not 

President Kennedy) issued the Na-
tional Security Directive that author-
ized the doomed Bay of Pigs invasion? 

† ...U.S. Army Lieutenant Michael 
Calley committed the My Lai Massa-
cre? 

† ...in 1992, the people of South Africa 
voted more than 2 to 1 to end apart-
heid in their country? 

 
...that the following interesting people 
were born? 
† Roger Brooke Taney (1777) - Chief 

Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court 
who issued the majority opinion in the 
infamous Dred Scott case 

† Bobby Jones (1902) - winner of the 
Grand Slam in golf and founder of the 
Masters Tournament 

† Sammy Baugh (1914) - played football 
for Texas Christian University and the 
Washington Redskins 

† Nat King Cole (1919) - singer and 
musician 

† William Patrick Power (1922) - AOH 
Brother and State Sentinel 

† Ken Mattingly (1936) - Apollo 16 as-
tronaut and one of the men who 
helped bring the crippled Apollo 13 
spacecraft and crew home in 1970 

† John Wayne Gacy (1942) - serial killer 
(not all good happened on this day!) 

† Patrick Duffy (1949) - actor (Bobby 
Ewing from Dallas) 

† Kurt Russell (1951) - actor (among his 
numerous roles, he played U.S. Men’s 
Olympic Hockey coach Herb Brooks 
in the movie Miracle) 

† Gary Sinise (1955) - actor (played Ken 
Mattingly in the movie Apollo 13) 

 
...that the following people died? 
† Amos Alonzo Stagg (1965) - Hall of 

Fame college football , baseball, and 
basketball coach (died at the age of 
102) 

† Paul “Daffy” Dean (1981) - baseball 
player 

† Helen Hayes (1993) - “First Lady of 
American Theater” 

† George F. Kennan (2005) - architect 
of the Cold War (died at the age of 
101) 

Let’s continue to make history this coming 
St. Patrick’s Day, Brothers! 

HISTORICAL MOMENT - MARCH 17...A GREAT DATE 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

P.O. BOX 19569 
NOLA  70179-0569 

Phone: 504-952-9925 
E-mail: louisianaaoh@aohla.com 

http://aohla.com 

THE ANCIENT ORDER OF 

H IBERNIANS IN LOUISIANA 

STATE OFFICERS 

 

Joseph Casler - PRESIDENT 

Kenneth farrell - VICE-PRESIDENT 

Matthew ahearn - FIN. SECRETARY 

b.j. Eckholdt - TREASURER 

JEREMY HUGHES - rec. secretary 
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The AOH has “gone green!” 
The AOH now e-mails The Crescent Harp to all who have e-mails.   

If you still want a paper copy for future issues, please let us know at                            
louisianaaoh@aohla.com or call 504-952-9925. 


