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THE IRISH WALK TALL FOR 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
Saturday, March 11, 2011, was a 
day so beautiful and clear that 
only St. Patrick himself could 
have interceded with the Lord to 
order it.  The Brothers of the 
AOH in Louisiana more than 
measured up to the expecta-
tions offered by the day.  More 
than a hundred Hibernians 
gathered in the sanctuary of old 
St. Alphonsus Church for the 
group photo and then marched 
into St. Mary‘s Assumption 
Church for Mass with their 
fellow brothers in the Irish 
Channel St. Patrick‘s Day 
Club. 

The seventy-fourth annual 
parade is the only one whose 
official marshalling area is the 
sanctuary of church and the 
holiness of the Mass.  The 
AOH is both proud and hum-
bled to be a part of such a spe-

cial event that celebrates the best 
the Irish has to offer in one of the 
historic Irish neighborhoods of 
New Orleans.  From Jackson to 
St. Charles to Louisiana to Maga-

zine and then back to Jackson, the 
Hibernians stepped proudly down 
the street waving to the assem-
bled throngs, handing out flow-
ers, and offering affection to all 

those willing to receive it. 
The AOH has had the honor of 
following the Irish Channel 
marchers for more than ten 
years and to march alongside 
the New Orleans Irish Pipe 
Band.  In addition, members 
from the Republic of West 
Florida Division (including 
Irishman of the Year Judge 
Jimmy Kuhn), the newly 
minted Fr. Gallagher Division 
from Slidell, and many in the 
Hannan and Gibbons Divisions 
joined us for the first time in 
the march, and this year more 
than fifty marchers partici-
pated—our best number ever. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Members of the Ancient Order of Hibernians stand in the sanctuary of Old St. Alphonsus Church prior to the St. 
Patrick‘s Day Mass and Parade on March 11, 2011.  More members marched this year than ever before attesting to 
the spirit of the Irish in New Orleans and throughout the State of Louisiana. 

The New Orleans Irish Pipe Band stops for 
more than a few moments in front of the 
Bulldog Pub on Magazine Street to play 
some Irish tunes for the throngs.  The Pipe 
Band traditionally accompanies the AOH in 
its march through the Irish Channel. 



In a recent television editorial, 
Lawrence O‘Donnell, host of 
msnbc‘s The Last Word, excoriated 
the American media for their appar-
ent ―buyer‘s remorse‖ over the 
American Revolution as evidenced 
by the fawning attention given to 
William Saxe-Coburg-Gotha-
Windsor-Mountbatten and his new 
bride. 

O‘Donnell, reaching down into 
the depths of his Irish-Catholic soul, 
rightly called out the British royal 
family for what they had been—
arrogant, strutting peacocks stained 
with the blood of countless peoples 
whom they oppressed in a never-
ending desire for empire over the 
course of more than six hundred 
years. 

Of course, O‘Donnell did not 
mean all Americans because he and 
others like him know that there are 
forty million American men and 
women of Irish ancestry here in 
America.  He knows that a large 
majority of them know their family 
history well-enough to appreciate 
America as the haven it was for 
them against the depredations of 
Penal Laws, Corn Laws, Black and 
Tans, and whatever else the British 
could visit upon the Irish people 
(and all colonial populations). 

That being said, there was an-
other event involving the hereditary 
rulers of England that received 
shamefully far less coverage than a 
wedding with garish costumes.  
Elizabeth II visited Ireland last week 
in the first state visit by an English 
monarch in a century and paid 
homage to the Irish war dead as 
well as the Irish rebels who died 
fighting for independence. 

There was much to criticize 
about Elizabeth‘s trip, the first by a 
British monarch in a hundred years.  
No apology was forthcoming, no 
sense of regret.  Just a motorcade 
down streets emptied for security 
and visits to the memorials and 
Croke Park where one of the worst 
massacres took place.  Elizabeth and 
Irish President Mary McAleese 

seemed to want to look forward 
more than backward in the hopes of 
peace and economic prosperity. 

However, there was much to 
commend in the trip.  We can only 
hope that the visit will continue the 
healing process begun by the Good 
Friday Accords and lead one day to 
a peaceful and united Ireland free 
from terrorism and fear. 

It is that hope that we in the 
AOH adhere to most closely be-
cause just a week earlier, the 
American people were able to 
breathe a sigh of relief at the news 
of the death of the most notorious 
modern-day mass murderer and 
terrorist. 

We, the members of the AOH, 
express our profoundest gratitude 
to  the United States Navy SEALs - 
Team Six for their courage and 
fortitude in carrying out a difficult 
mission with the skill and profes-
sionalism we have come to expect 
from the best America has to offer.  
We also give thanks to the Presi-
dent and his administration for 
having the fortitude to take the 
gamble and end a vicious terror 
threat. 

But while we applaud the actions 
of our military and take issue with 
those such as the British royals for 
their tainted history, we must re-
member (and never forget) that 
what we as Hibernians stand for and 
what we as Americans stand for 
transcends celebrating another‘s 
death or wishing for it as well. 

The threats promulgated by a 
splinter terrorist group in Dublin 
against Elizabeth are an anathema to 
the Peace Process that continues to 
make progress in Northern Ireland.  
Threats of assassination and terror 
no longer do any of us good in the 
long run. 

Archbishop of New Orleans 
Gregory Aymond eloquently ad-
dressed the contradictions and con-
flicts many of us who adhere to the 
Catholic faith have regarding how 
to feel about the death of a notori-
ous terrorist.  He underscored the 

natural reaction we as humans have 
to feel relieved but also to temper 
those feelings with an understand-
ing that God brings all souls to sal-
vation.  He also noted in a recent 
sermon that while we remember 
the past, we must live in the pre-
sent. 

The point for us as Hibernians is 
that we should never celebrate the 
death of anyone, no matter how 
notorious, no matter how corrupt, 
no matter how depraved.  One 
need look no further than the Sec-
ond World War to see that Ameri-
cans and their Allies did not pour 
out into the streets when Hitler 
killed himself, nor did they do so 
when we dropped atomic bombs on 
Japan.  Only the news of the re-
spective surrenders brought people 
out into the streets, and the reason 
for that was that death‘s high carni-
val at last had come to an end.  The 
victories we celebrated on V-E and 
V-J Days were over the ultimate 
enemies—Death and Destruction. 

There are people in this world 
we could all do without.  There are 
people in this world who have ex-
ploited others, murdered others, 
and even attempted to overturn all 
of civilization in pursuit of their 
own craven objectives. 

When they go, we mark their 
passing and breathe a sigh of relief.  
We remember the past and its les-
sons.  But we do not celebrate, we 
do not make it a mockery.  We 
value life, because we know better 
than most that valuing life sets us 
apart from corrupt politicians, 
anachronistic monarchs, and de-
praved terrorists.  We value life 
because it leads to healing in the 
end. 
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SPECIAL EDITORIAL: 
ROYALTY, TERRORISTS, AND POLITICANS  

“You cannot conquer 

Ireland. You cannot 

extinguish the Irish 

passion for freedom. 

If our deed has not 

been sufficient to win 

freedom, then our 

children will win it 

by a better deed.” 

Padraig Pearse 

(1879-1916) 
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At the March 11 St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Brother 
Steve Murphy marched for the first time since he 
joined the Order.  He has graciously agreed to 
share his reflections on the march. 

 
I am tremendously grate-
ful the Irish Channel 
Marching Club for putting 
on such a great parade and 
for allowing the AOH to 
march in it. 
     For the longest time, I 
was always the spectator 
at the Irish Channel Pa-
rade.  I joined the Ancient 
Order in 2004, but I still 
had refrained from march-

ing.  I preferred instead to go with friends 
and watch the Irish march although I often 
thought about being a part of the celebration. 

This year, I finally made the decision to 
march with my AOH Brothers, and upon 
further reflection, I have just one thought. 

It is a shame it had to come to an end. 
I cannot tell you how emotional it was for 

me to gather in the sanctuary of St. Alphon-
sus with all my AOH Brothers for the group 
photo.  Talking with my fellow brothers in 
the sanctuary of a church that the faith of the 
Irish people helped build filled me with an 
overwhelming pride in the fact that I was 
Irish and Catholic. 

That emotion continued as I marched into 
St. Mary‘s for the Mass.  As Catholics, we do 
not profess perfection in any way.  We are 
sinners called back by God, but  being in 
church with all my brothers brought home to 
me the true faith of our ancestors who came 
to this country so many years ago.  For me, 
the sacrifice of the Mass is what it is all about. 

Once I got on the parade route and started 
marching, the pride in my Irish heritage and 
in being a Hibernian  kicked into overdrive.  I 
had the opportunity to answer the question 
asked by many in the crowd: ―What are the 
Hibernians?‖ 

It was gratifying to see their faces as we 
answered their questions, handed out beads, 
and occasionally offered some ―Irish affec-
tion‖ for the more attractive members in the 

crowd. 
It was also a wonderful feeling to march 

along with the New Orleans Irish Pipe Band 
and hear the sounds of the pipes that mark 
our Celtic heritage. 

In addition to the pipes, walking behind 
our banners and American and Irish flags was 
a constant reminder to me that I am an Irish-
American.  I can claim my ancestry from a 
land that has given so much to civilization and 
culture and at the same time stand tall as a 
patriotic American. 

I truthfully can say that upon reaching the 
end of the route, I would have done the cir-
cuit one more time.  I am really looking for-
ward to the parade in 2012, and I think that 
every Hibernian who can march should do 
so.  I also believe that every Hibernian physi-
cally unable to march should ride in the golf 
carts because this was one of the greatest 
experiences of my life.  It was a day for the 
Irish to shine, and we shone very, very 
brightly. 

Slainte! 

The fair moon was risin‘ above St. Alphonsus 
Cultural Center in the Irish Channel as the 
members of the Ladies Ancient Order of 
Hibernians—Margaret Haughery Division, 
and the New Orleans Rose Association, Inc,. 
recently staged their twentieth Rose of Tra-
lee Gala.  

The event, which took place on Sunday, 
May 15, saw Miss Genevieve Walgamotte 
selected to represent New Orleans in Ireland 
at the International Rose of Tralee Festival.   

Miss Walgamotte, daughter of Shannon 
and Lynda Walgamotte, will be a student at 
the University of New Orleans and plans to 
become proficient in sign language to assist 
the hearing impaired. She would also like to 
live in Japan and become fluent in the lan-
guage and teach English there. 

AOH Brother Lance Uhde III put forward 
Miss Walgamotte as a candidate to travel to 
the competition in Ireland and meet young 
ladies from all over the world who have won 
the honor in their local areas. Together, they 
will experience a fabulous whirlwind cultural 
and educational adventure in the land of their 
Irish ancestors. Thirty-two will be chosen 
from that group to compete for a position in 
the television final festival presentation to be 

held in County Kerry in late summer. 
Finally, one young woman will be chosen 

as the "Rose of Tralee" and become a good-
will ambassador for Ireland for a full year. 
Her celebrity status will make her welcome 
throughout Irish communities around the 
world.  

Attending Miss Walgamotte were the Irish 
―Rosebuds‖—young ladies ages six to eleven 
who act as the Rose‘s court. This year‘s 
Rosebuds were Little Miss Anna Dawson of 
the Dawson Clan, Little Miss Linda Plasse 
and Little Miss Shea Plasse of the Shea Clan, 
Little Miss Chase Jackson of the Rafferty 
Clan, and Little Miss Sadie Amato of the 
Wilson Clan. 

Young women who are single, between 
the ages of 18 and 28, and of Irish ancestry 
are eligible to compete for the Rose.  AOH 
members are encouraged to send names of 
possible Rose candidates and Rosebuds for 
2012 to Brother John Lambert and his wife, 
Mrs. Nora Lambert, at 3635 Gentilly Blvd., 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70122. 

The members of the AOH join with the 
Ladies AOH in offering their prayers and best 
wishes for Miss Walgamotte and her family 
as they embark on what will be a special trip 
to our ancestral home. 

THE LADIES AOH SELECTS ITS IRISH ROSE 

The lovely Miss Genevieve Walgamotte stands 
in the sanctuary of Old St. Alphonsus Church 
at the 20th Annual Rose of Tralee Party held at 
St. Alphonsus.  Miss Walgamotte will repre-
sent New Orleans in the International Rose of 
Tralee competition held in Ireland later in the 
summer. 

A HIBERNIAN’S FIRST MARCH 
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By Ian McNulty and Mike Kerrigan 
For the first time in its 38-year history, the 
New Orleans Rugby Football Club 
(NORFC) has earned a playoff berth among 
the top four teams in the nation. The 
NORFC will travel to Glendale, Colorado 
in June as it continues its drive to bring the 
first national championship rugby title 
home to New Orleans. AOH Brothers 
Mike Kerrigan, Lance Kiley, and Rory 
O‘Connor are all team members.  In addi-
tion, our late State Chaplain, Fr. Des 
Crotty, played rugby. 

―Our team has been developing its poten-
tial and building its momentum for years, 
and it has already written new chapters in 
club history during this 2011 spring sea-
son,‖ said NORFC President and AOH 
member Mike Kerrigan. ―Now, the team is 
poised to represent New Orleans at the 
highest possible level for its sport, having 
risen above more than 130 other clubs 

competing across the country to join the 
elite four still standing in the playoffs.‖   

The team faces the Fresno Rugby Foot-
ball Club of California on June 4, and a win 
would send the NORFC to the champion-
ship the following day. New Orleans 
earned this trip after going undefeated 
through its regular season, playing Deep 
South teams from Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Tennessee, and then winning 
in the regional playoffs. In the national 
Round of 16 playoffs held this past week-
end in Manassas, Va., the NORFC defeated 
Buffalo 48-22 to advance and then beat 
Doylestown, Pa., 61-17 on the following 
day. 

Under the direction of head coach Jerry 
Malina, the NORFC has amassed a regular 
season record of 25-1-1 over the past four 
years and has earned the title of the USA 
Rugby Deep South division champions in 
each of those seasons. 

Rugby has an intense, cooperative and 
diverse following in the greater New Or-
leans area. The NORFC is composed of 
New Orleans men of widely different ages 
and from many different walks of life and 
they are supported by local sponsors and 
boosters who are integral parts of the team.  

To instill its values of teamwork, pride 
and camaraderie in the next generation, the 
NORFC and its boosters have fostered a 
network of high school rugby programs, 
building strong traditions and family lega-
cies of rugby in New Orleans along the 
way. Two local schools -- Jesuit and 
Archbishop Shaw -- made the recent top 10 
ranking of American high school rugby 
programs by Rugby Magazine.  

For more about rugby in New Orleans, 
see www.nolarugby.com. 

NEW ORLEANS RUGBY CHASING NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP DREAM 

http://www.nolarugby.com/


Greetings Brothers in Christ and Members 
of the AOH, 

Recently, I was asked to put together a 
few words of reflection. 

Firstly, the date for the end of the 
world has come and gone.  I find it inter-
esting that any pastor would even make 
such a claim because we know the Bible 
makes reference that only the Father knows 
when that time will be.  I think what is 
important is that we are prepared at all 
times.  Blessed Mother Teresa wrote: 
―Death is nothing else but going home to 
God … the bond of love will be unbroken 
for all eternity.‖  Sir Walter Scott wrote: 
―Death – the last sleep?  No, it is the final 
awakening.‖ 

The very mention of awakening brings 
me to a highlight in Ireland over the last 
days: the visit of Queen Elizabeth II and the 
visit of President Barack Obama.   

King George V and Queen Mary were 

the last British monarchs to visit Ireland in 
July 1911.  The newly crowned King 
George V visited Ireland exactly 100 years 
ago and stayed in Dublin Castle, which was 
the seat of British Rule in Ireland at the 
time.  

In the same Dublin Castle, Queen 
Elizabeth II said: ―It is a sad and regrettable 
reality that through history our islands have 
experienced more than their fair share of 
heartache, turbulence and loss.  These 
events have touched us all, many of us per-
sonally, and are a painful legacy.  We can 
never forget those who have died or been 
injured or their families.  To all those who 
have suffered as a consequence of our trou-
bled past, I extend my sincere thoughts and 
deep sympathy.  With the benefit of his-
torical hindsight we can all see things which 
we would wish had been done differently 
or not at all.‖ 

I find these words interesting in light 

of the history of Ireland and Britain.  Per-
haps there is a new awakening taking place.  
The new Royal Couple, William and Kate, 
seem to put a different face on future royals 
… doing their own grocery shopping etc.   

Some of you may have been tuned in 
live to Ireland via computer to see the visit 
of President Obama and his wife.  I smiled 
when President Obama downed a pint of 
Guinness and commented that Guinness 
tasted much better in Ireland than in Amer-
ica.  He wanted to know why Ireland was 
keeping all the good Guinness for itself.  I 
guess there will be an influx of tourists to 
Moneygall this year … the price of Guin-
ness will cost a lot less in Moneygall than in 
Dublin.  President Obama told the people 
of Ireland that he had come home to claim 
the apostrophe the family lost along the 
way.  The funny, if not laughing matter, 
was the presidential limo getting stuck at 
the gate of the American Embassy in Dub-
lin.  Someone commented loudly: ―Some 
driver!‖   

I will arrive in Shannon, Ireland on 
June 14th for three weeks … no plans for 
Moneygall, though.  Say a prayer all the ash 
will have died down and the airways are 
clear and that there will be a 100 MPH 
wind at our backs to speedily carry us 
across the great Atlantic.  

 
In Christ,  
Fr. Billy O‘Riordan, Chaplain 

– Cardinal Gibbons Division 

CHAPLAIN’S NOTE  Fr. William O’Riordan  
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DO YOU HAVE ANY LOVED ONES IN NEED OF PRAYERS? 
THE AOH WANTS TO PRAY WITH YOU FOR THEM. 
BE SURE TO NOTIFY US VIA PHONE OR E-MAIL. 

PRAYERS AND INTENTIONS 

IN MEMORIAM 
 MRS. BARBARA RUSINA MRS. GAYNELL CARGOL FIST MCNEELY 
 Wife of  Mother of 
 BR. DONALD RUSINA BR. STANTON McNEELY 

MRS. ELAINE LEBOEUF JORDAN 
Mother of  

BR. J. DARRELL JORDAN 
Grandmother of  

BR. GREGORY M. JORDAN 
—————————————— 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
 BR. SEAN KAVANAUGH MR. T. S. WALMSLEY KING 
  Brother of  
 MR. MICHAEL MCNALLY BR. FRED KING 
 Cousin of  MS. JANE SLVA 
 BR. TODD LANNAN and 
  ARCHBISHOP PHILIP HANNAN 



The Ancient Order of Hibernians in America cele-
brates its 175th Anniversary this year.  To commemo-
rate the event, the National AOH staged a three-day 
commemorative capped by a Mass and march through 
the neighborhood in which the AOH was first estab-
lished.  National Treasurer Jim McKay, his wife 
Marie, Archbishop Hannan Division President John 
Fitzmorris Jr., his wife Kay, Ronnie Burke, Kay Jam-
bon, and Joseph Casler represented Louisiana in the 
march.  President John Fitzmorris Jr. has graciously 
offered some reflections on the celebration. 
 
On Friday, May 20, 2011, the Louisianans were 
guests of Irish Consul Noel Kilkenny and his 
wife Denora at a cocktail reception at the their 
East 39th Street residence.  Although Thursday 
and Friday were soggy and chill, the sun as-
serted himself on the following morning.  The 
clouds dispersed and a bright, brisk spring 
morning greeted the anniversary parade honor-
ing the founding of the Order in 1836. 

Carrying the State Banner, the Louisianans 
joined their brothers and sisters from New 
York, Maryland, Pennsylvania, D.C., Massa-
chusetts and other jurisdictions in ordered ranks 
down Mulberry through the heart of Little It-
aly, accompanied by numerous pipe bands to 
Old St. Patrick Basilica on Prince Street. 

St. Patrick‘s Pastor and New York State 
Chaplain, Fr. Ronald Sakano, presided over a 
beautiful liturgy.  Fr. Thomas O‘Donnell, 
Hibernian National Chaplin, delivered a 
thought-provoking homily in which he chal-
lenged  the Order to live up to the ideals of 
freedom and justice that brought it into exis-
tence.  In particular, he encouraged the Broth-
erhood to remain committed to life issues and 
to support just and compassionate immigration 
policies remembering that we were once 
strangers in a strange and unwelcoming land.  
He prayed that by 2016, the one hundredth 
anniversary of the Easter Rising, the long-
sought after goal of the Order—a free and 
united Ireland—would become a reality and 

not a distant dream. 
The most emotionally-charged moment 

event took place the following morning at St. 
Peter‘s Church, which is literally next to 
Ground Zero.  A portion of one of the engines 
of one of the planes fell through the roof of St. 
Peter‘s.  After attending Mass, the national 
officers, New York State and County Officers, 
and other members and their wives accompa-
nied Hibernians from the NYPD and MYFD to 
place a memorial wreath alongside a cross be-
side the church that honors those Hibernians 
First Responders who died on September 11th, 
2001. 

The Cross, retrieved from the wreckage, was 
part of the steel girders that made up the frame 
of one of the Twin Towers.  Fortuitously or 
perhaps not so fortuitously, the section of steel 
was broken into the form of a Latin cross with 
the right end of the crossbeam crushed.  The 
emotion was palpable, and a hushed silence fell 
over the Hibernians as 
wreaths were laid in 
honor of all those who 
gave their all that tragic 
day. 

The event ended on a 
lighter note. Tim Pat 
Coogan, the famed au-
thor of Michael Collins 
and other works re-
counting the Easter Ris-
ing, the Troubles, and 
the Irish Civil War was 
in attendance.  He gener-
ously gave of his time 
and willingly talked 
about his writings with 
anyone who sought him 
out. 

I hope that all Hiber-
nians who travel to New 
York will take the time 
to visit the church and 
neighborhood that 
served as the cradle of 
Hibernianism, and I also 
hope that all will also 
take a moment to stop 
and visit St. Peter‘s at 
Ground Zero and say a 
short (or long) prayer in 
honor of those Hiber-
nians who gave their last 
full measure. 
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REFLECTIONS FROM NEW YORK 

Lack of air conditioning did not keep the AOH from 
standing beside New Orleans Archbishop Gregory 
Aymond after the Mass at St. Alphonsus Church in 
the Irish Channel.  The Mass was the first celebrated 
in St. Alphonsus in over thirty years and represented 
an extraordinary move on the part of the Archbishop 
to celebrate Mass in several closed churches of old 
New Orleans 
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PHOTOS FROM THE ST. PATRICK’S DAY FESTIVITIES 

(Clockwise from top left): Brother Aidan Gill, who hosts an excel-
lent pre-parade party at his Shop for Men stands with his AOH 
Brothers; Brother Matthew Ahern walks proudly up Jackson 
Avenue behind the banner born by two Junior Hibernians; Rep-
resentatives of the newly-chartered Fr. Gallagher Division 
marched in the parade for the first time; Little Miss Madeleine 
Rose Fitzmorris poses on the parade route with her father, 
Brother John Fitzmorris III; Brothers Richard Palmer and State 
Treasurer B.J. Eckholdt show their Irish pride; the AOH even 
made it possible for the elder statesmen of the AOH to ride 
along in the parade; former N.O. City Councilman Brother John 
Lambert shows he still has the touch with the people; AOH and 
actual Brothers Chris and Mark Cook stand tall at the parade. 

Archbishop Aymond, Irishman of the Year Judge 
Jimmy Kuhn, Deacon Harold Burke 

Past Irishmen of the Year Judge Dennis Waldron, Richard 
Burke, and Patrick Sens with Judge Kuhn. 

FOR MORE PHOTOS, GO TO 
AOHLA.COM 



We face a daunting task in 2012 because the 
Saturday of the parade is also St. Patrick‘s Day 
itself, which means that we shall have to move 
quickly from our Mass at St. Patrick‘s Church to 
the parade, and then from the conclusion of the 
parade to the hotel for the Banquet.  However, if 
2011 is any indication, then the AOH has the 
potential to surmount such obstacles easily. 
 
AOH LAYS WREATH AT CELTIC CROSS 
The AOH joined with the Ladies AOH and the 
Irish Cultural Society of New Orleans to lay com-
memorative wreath at the Celtic Cross on the site 
of the former New Basin Canal.  Brother Joseph 
Casler led the ceremony in which Msgr. Frank 
Giroir delivered the benediction remembering 
those who died in the An Gorta Mor and in build-
ing the American infrastructure. 

The Celtic Cross is now under the care of the 
AOH, which continues to upgrade the site and 
look for funds to restore the area surrounding it 
even further. 
 
THE AOH ATTENDS ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
MASS 

On Thursday, March 17, 2011, the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians gathered beneath crystal 
blue skies outside of St. Patrick‘s Church in New 
Orleans and then proceeded in before Archbishop 
Gregory Aymond and the Irish and Irish-
American priests of the Archdiocese for the An-
nual Mass in honor of St. Patrick, Apostle of 
Ireland. 

The Mass, which began at High Noon, featured 
the beautiful singing of the Loyola University 
Chorale, which joined us for the first time.  Dea-
con and AOH Brother Richard Brady gave a mov-
ing homily that called on all Hibernians to reach 
back into the ―attics‖ of their memories and re-
member the faith of the Irish people. 

At the conclusion of the Mass, the AOH hon-
ored Irishman of the Year Judge James Kuhn and 
Archbishop Gregory Aymond, who celebrated his 
first St. Patrick‘s Day Mass as Archbishop of New 
Orleans. 

 
HIBERNIANS ATTEND THE ANNUNCIA-
TION SQUARE FESTIVAL 

Although not an AOH Event, many of the 
Ancient Order Hibernians attended the annual 
St. Patrick‘s Day Festival at Annunciation Square.  
The Festival, whose proceeds go to St. Michael‘s 
Special School, has been a mainstay of the Irish 
Channel St. Patrick‘s Day Club for more than ten 
years and attracted several thousand revelers—
most of whom proudly wore the Green in honor 

of St. Patrick. 
 

MORE THAN THREE HUNDRED AND 
FIFTY ATTEND AOH ANNUAL BANQUET 

On the evening of Thursday, March 17, 2011, 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians gathered in the 
Sheraton Hotel in Downtown New Orleans for 
the Annual St. Patrick‘s Day Banquet.  The Ban-
quet was the culmination of a long, successful 
week of activities that celebrated the Apostle of 
Ireland, St. Patrick, and the Irish presence in 
New Orleans and the State of Louisiana. 

Beneath the huge Irish tricolor, the Hibernians 
marched into the ballroom as the U.S. Marine 
Corps Band played the hymn of ―Garryowen,‖ the 
traditional march of Irish soldiers.  After the 
Hibernians sang their anthem of ―O‘Donnell 

Abu,‖ Mrs. Kathleen Kingsmill Olsen sang the 
Irish National Anthem and then the Marine Corps 
Band played the U.S. National Anthem. 

The Muggavin Irish Dancers and the Comhaltas 
Irish Dance Group entertained the AOH and 
their guests during dinner with dances performed 
by members ranging in age from eight to fifty.  
After dessert, Master of Ceremonies Judge Den-
nis Waldron introduced Thomas Kuhn who in 
turn introduced his brother, Judge James Kuhn, 
our 2011 Irishman of the Year.  After a moving 
speech from Judge Kuhn, in which he told of his 
dedication to his Irish heritage and his work to 
uphold the principles of Life during his tenure on 
the bench. 

The main performance of the evening featured 
Irish entertainers Johnny Norton and Justin Mur-
phy.  Both Norton and Murphy thrilled the 
Hibernians and their guests with traditional Irish 
ballads and then graciously agreed to come down 
to Judge Kuhn‘s after party and played well into 

the next morning. 
Tremendous thanks go out to Banquet Com-

mittee Chair Brother Joseph Casler and Co-Chair 
Brother Kenneth Farrell for their efforts in put-
ting together such as successful evening.  In addi-
tion, heartfelt thanks go out to all our Brother 
Hibernians ad guests who attended. 

 
AOH ACADIAN DIVISION HOSTS  AN-
OTHER TREMENDOUS CRAWFISH BOIL 

While our Brother Hibernians in Lafayette 
wore Green on Saturday, March 19, the color 
Red—as in the color of boiled crawfish—
competed mightily.  More than a hundred and 
fifty people attended the Annual Acadian Division 
St. Patrick‘s Day Crawfish Boil at the Our Lady 
of Fatima Knights of Columbus Hall in Lafayette. 

Many Brothers from the New Orleans Area 
joined their Brothers in the Lafayette Area and 
enjoyed ―sucking heads and pinching tails‖ while 
enjoying the dancers from the Shelia Ryan School 
of Irish Dancing and the music of Farouche.  The 
youngest dancers even came out at the behest of 
the crowd for an encore performance. 

Many thanks go out to Acadian AOH President 
Mark Foley and the Division Officers for putting 
on such a tremendous crawfish boil that more 
Brothers from the New Orleans, Slidell/Pearl 
River, and Tangipahoa Areas need to attend.  

 
FR. GALLAGHER DIVISION MAKES ITS 
FIRST ST. PATRICK’S DAY MARCH 
The AOH Fr. Thomas ―Mossy‖ Gallagher Divi-
sion marched for the first time as a division in the 
Slidell St. Patrick‘s Day Parade on Sunday, March 
20.  More than fifteen Hibernians marched 
through old town Slidell handing out the tradi-
tional Irish prizes—flowers and affection—to the 
adoring crowds. 

The success of the AOH  in the Slidell parade 
has already paid dividends as new members are 
set to join the nascent division.  Please remember 
to pray for and assist our brothers in the Slidell 
and Pearl River Area. 

(Continued from page 1) 

ST. PATRICK ’S DAY EVENTS 

PAGE 8 THE CRESCENT HARP 

Standing with Msgr. Frank Giroir (far left) are mem-
bers of the AOH, LAOH, and Irish-American Cultural 
Society.  The groups joined together to lay a wreath at 
the Celtic Cross to commemorate those who died in 
the An Gorta Mor and those who died in America. 
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The Louisiana State Board 
Recommends: 

JOE CASLER 
Member since 1996, Banquet Chairman, Raffle Chairman, Past 

State Marshal 

For 
STATE PRESIDENT 

Nominated by Harold Burke – President, Father Thomas “Mossy” 
Gallagher Division, John Fitzmorris, Jr. – President, Archbishop Han-
nan Division, Dennis Quinn – President, Cardinal Gibbons Division, 
Martin Kearney – President, Republic of West Florida Division and 

Mark Foley – President of Acadian Division 
 

KENNY FARRELL 
Member since 1996, Banquet Committee,  

Raffle Committee 

For 
STATE VICE PRESIDENT 

Nominated by Harold Burke – President, Father Thomas “Mossy” 
Gallagher Division, John Fitzmorris, Jr. – President, Archbishop Han-
nan Division, Dennis Quinn – President, Cardinal Gibbons Division, 
Martin Kearney – President, Republic of West Florida Division and 

Mark Foley – President of Acadian Division 

Please give us your vote on July 23rd at the 
State Convention. 

JOHN D. FITZMORRIS III 

Candidate for 

AOH STATE PRESIDENT 
 
Age: 43 
Member Since 1989 
AOH  Activities: 

† Division Historian 
† Past Chair of Catholic Action 
† Member of the Parade Committee 
† Member of the Rituals Committee 
† Member of the Banquet Committee 
† Member of the Raffle Committee 
† Editorial Committee - The Crescent Harp 
† Committee for the Website 
† Member - Veterans Committee Christmas Drive  

 for Afghanistan 
 
Brother Hibernians, in the coming years, we have an op-
portunity to set a course for the Ancient Order that will 
help us fulfill the principles set down by our forebears 
175 years ago. 
 
It has been my honor to associate with you and serve you 
in whatever capacity necessary for the last twenty years.  
I hope you all will have the confidence to allow me the 
opportunity to serve you as State President. 
 
Let us all as Hibernians come together at the State Con-
vention and further the commitment each and every one 
of us has to the Ancient Order.  Let us plan together the 
events that bring us together in Friendship and Unity, 
but let us also look toward putting ourselves into the 
community through our service to others in the true 
spirit of Christian Charity. 

Lawrence Uhde lll 
Asks for your vote as 

AOH STATE VICE-PRESIDENT 

 

Vice-President, Archbishop Hannan Division Nominated by Brother Kevin Barnes 

Rituals Committee Nominated the 2011 New Orleans Rose of Tralee Assisted 

with Veterans Drive for Afghanistan   Representative 

Member of the 2011 Raffle Committee Parishioner and Usher and Eucharistic Minister 

Member of the 2011 Banquet Committee   —St. Patrick Church 

Traveled extensively throughout the State Recruiting for the Hibernians 

 

Outside of the Hibernians: Contributor - the Ulster Project 

 Chairman - Meals on Wheels 



7537 Maple Street 
across from Bruno’s 

Uptown 
 
 

Cocktails, Beer, Pizza (including the famous ―Big John‖), Burgers,  
Door Knobs (Sliders), Tacos, and ―Takee Outee‖-style Egg Rolls 

Plenty of TV-screens to watch the games, Trivia Night on Wednesdays 
504-861-0040 

YOUR BUSINESS‘S AD 
WOULD LOOK GREAT HERE! 

 

 
Cullen Stackpole, General Manager 

6401 Veterans Memorial Boulevard 
Metairie, Louisiana 70003 

504-885-5700 

 

  

HAVE YOU PURCHASED AN AD YET IN THE CRESCENT HARP? 

2‖ x .6‖ space $25.00  4‖ x .6‖ space $40.00  

TO PLACE AN AD, 
CONTACT  

The Ancient Order 
of Hibernians 

P.O. Box 19569 
New Orleans, LA  

70179-0569 
EACH PURCHASE IS 

GOOD FOR FOUR 
ISSUES (ONE YEAR)  

2‖ x 1.2‖ space 

$40.00 

4‖ x 1.2‖ space 

$70.00 

6‖ x 1.8‖ space    $125.00 

RetroFITZ 
Insulation + Home Weatherization 
 

Call or Email Today For Your FREE  
CONSULTATION/ Estimate 
(504) 250-9487     info@retro-fitz.com 



 
3701 Banks Street 

New Orleans, LA  70119 
(504) 486-9080 

finnmccools.com 
 

Voted the Best Neighborhood 
bar in Gambit Weekly  

 
Rated the Best Irish Pub in the 

Southern United States 
 

BooKoo BBQ 
12– 4:30 p.m., 6-10:00 p.m. 

RIBS ON SATURDAY 
 

YOUR PREMIER PLACE FOR 
SOCCER 

AND WHO DATS 
 

50” Plasma Screen and 8 ft. projector screens 
 

Mondays—Trivia Night 
Tuesdays—Dart League 

Wednesday—Pool League 
Thursdays—Scrabble and Board Game Night 

 
6 Nations Rugby—$10 on game day 

Football @ Finn’s...GOAAAALLLLL!!! 
Members’ Beer Bucket Specials 

 

 



Based on the good reviews on Br. Paco Scanlan’s last report, 
we have decided to include a political report each issue from 
Br. Scanlan. 
 
TERROR 

On April 2, dissident Republicans opposed to 
Northern Ireland‘s peace process murdered Ronan 
Kerr, a 25 year-old Catholic policeman, by planting 
an explosive device in his car.  Protestant and Catho-
lic Church leaders, politicians from all major parties, 
senior sports figures, and heads of the Police Service 
Northern Ireland (PSNI) attended the funeral.  The 
priest who gave the homily said ―Seeing (Ronan) 
sitting behind the wheel of his police car I said to 
myself, ‗There is the new face of Northern Ireland.‘  
He wanted to be of service to others and working for 
the good of the entire community … He and his 
generation are proud of their culture, tradition and 
faith – without walls or barriers. It is inclusive, not 
exclusive. It unites rather than divides.‖  Sinn Fein‘s 
Martin McGuinness branded the dissidents ―traitors‖ 
and repeated his calls for more Catholics to join the 
PSNI.  (Catholics now make up about 30 percent of 
the force.)  The Economist magazine editorialized that 
the cross-community condemnation of Kerr‘s killing 
demonstrated that the peace process was too robust 
for the dissidents to reverse it. 

A week later, police near Newry discovered a van 
that contained 500 lbs of explosives.  The explosives 
likely belonged to the Real IRA who, the police 
believed, planned to detonate them in a town center.  
At an Easter Rising commemoration in Derry, Real 
IRA members pledged to kill more police.  Sinn Fein 
President Gerry Adams responded by calling on 
those sheltering violent groups to end their support 
for the futile loss of life.  

 
QUEEN’S VISIT 

In spite of efforts by several hundred rioters in 
Dublin‘s center, Queen Elizabeth II‘s visit to Ireland 
was viewed as a great success.  One of her first acts 
was to lay a wreath at the Garden of Remembrance 
in memory of those who died for Irish freedom.  On 

the second day of her visit, she toured Croke Park, 
where British forces murdered 14 people in 1920.  
Later, the Queen and Irish President Mary McAleese 
joined in a ceremony at the National War Memorial 
Garden to honor the almost 50,000 Irishmen who 
died in the First World War  

In her speech at the state dinner, the Queen said 
"To all those who have suffered as a consequence of 
our troubled past I extend my sincere thoughts and 
deep sympathy.  With the benefit of historical hind-
sight we can all see things which we would wish had 
been done differently or not at all."  (While short of 
an apology, one news service (AFP) noted that as the 
queen is a non-political figure with little de facto 
power over her governments, it is not properly 
within her role to deliver apologies.  Gerry Adams 
termed the Queen‗s expression of sympathy sincere, 
but said the British PM could have approved an apol-
ogy in the speech.) 

The Queen toured the castle and cathedral at the 
rock of Cashel, where the town‘s Sinn Fein Mayor 
surprised many by greeting the Queen and shaking 
her hand.  Her last stop was Cork, where large 
crowds cheered her.   

British PM David Cameron, who was on his first 
official visit to Ireland, called the Queen‘s visit 
―hugely successful and very significant.‖  He empha-
sized the economic aspects of the relationship be-
tween Ireland and Great Britain and said the coun-
tries were working closely together in the European 
Union.  British media coverage of the visit was highly 
positive, as characterized by the BBC commentary 
that ―Anglo-Irish relations have been rejuvenated. 
The grip of the past loosened.‖  One Irish Minister 
called the visit ―a demonstration of the increasingly 
warm and friendly relations existing between 
equals.‖  Former SDLP leader and Nobel Peace Prize 
winner John Hume said the visit had had ―a transfor-
mative‖ impact on Anglo-Irish relations: ―In the past, 
it was a very different picture altogether but it is 
another very positive step in developing strongly the 
peaceful relationships between the peoples of both 
islands.‖    

Gerry Adams wrote that ―Building healthy, 
friendly ‘normalized‘ relations with our nearest 
neighbor is in everyone‘s interest. The Peace Process 
creates a democratic, inclusive way to do this….All 
of us have come some way – the process has deliv-
ered. This week‘s events are evidence of that but 
there is still a journey to be completed.‖ 

 
PRESIDENT OBAMA’S VISIT 

During his May 23 visit to Ireland, a Dublin crowd 
estimated at up to 30,000 heard President Obama 
declare "Irish signatures are on our founding docu-
ments. Irish blood was spilled on our battlefields. 
Irish sweat built our great cities.  You can say there 
has always been a little green behind the red, white, 
and blue."  Thanking the Irish for their warm wel-
come, Obama said "In return, let me offer the hearty 
greetings of tens of millions of Americans who 
proudly trace their heritage to this small island. They 
say hello." 

Earlier in the day, the President and Mrs. Obama 
visited Moneygall, Co Offaly, where Obama‘s third 
great grandfather Falmouth Kearney was born and 
lived until he departed for New York in 1850.  
While there, the couple visited a pub and sipped 
some Guinness. 

Taoiseach Enda Kenny assured the President that 
the U.S. military could continue to use Shannon 
airport as a stopover point.   Kenny also reported the 
two discussed the role of Irish peacekeepers in Af-
ghanistan and the EU-IMF bailout for Ireland. 
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“I want peace and quiet.  I 
want it so much, I’d die for it” 

-Michael Collins (1890-1922) 


